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Cheiron, Paris 1994 

A b s t r a c t 

Counter-colonial discourse and the decolonization of anthropology: 

Listening to social scientists and writers from oceania. 

Irmingard Staeuble, Freie Universität Berlin 

The paper is concerned with the contributions indigenous 

social scientists and writers frorn Oceania have rnade or can rnake 

to the process of decolonizing anthropology. In the first part, 

the dirnensions of decolonizing anthropology so far discussed in 

the postcolonial critical debate are surnrnarized. The second part 

gives an account of rnainly Papua New Guinean anthropologists' 

writings, as analyzed by Morauta (1979) and cornrnented upon by 

indigenous and Western social scientists. ·. This evidence suggests 

closer analysis of the structural relationship between colonial 

and counter-colonial discourse, a point discussed with reference 

to Keesing (1994). The third part provides an entry to the Oceanic 

experience of colonial inferiorization and the difficulties of 

disentangling oneself frorn its webs, drawing from the recently 

emerging written Papua New Guinean autobiographical and 

novellistic literature. 



322 

Paper prepared for Cheiron, Paris 1994 

counter-colonial discourse and the decolonization of anthropology: 

Listening to social scientists and writers from Oceania. 

Irmingard Staeuble, Freie Universität Berlin 

At last years' meeting, I pleaded for listening to indigenous 

voices from the Third World in order to both oversome the colonial 

heritage of structural communicative asymmetry, and develop some 

sensitivity for the lasting vulnerability of former colonized 

peoples. Since then I have tried to get access to indigenous views 

from one of the richest regions in terms of classical as well as 

postcolonial anthropological and ethnopsychological research -

.. ~,,; ~ceania. My main concern in this paper is wi th the 

contributions indigenous social scientists and writers have made 

or can make to the debate on a decolonization of anthropology. The 

indigenous material used is largely second-hand because, so far, 

hardly any social science articles, novels or stories have found 

distribution beyond local grey journals and papers. Still, I think 

the use of such material is justified in an attempt at developing 

critical perspectives for future research at the sites of 

accessible material. 

Dimensions of decolonizing anthropology. 

Postcolonial critique of anthropology has focused on its 

colonial (less an neocolonial) uses, class and male bias, 

exoticism, the essentialization of cultures, and ethnographic 

authority. The questioning of hegemonic discourse in ethnography 
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has brought to the fore the Eurocentrism inherent in the very 

construction of the Other (by the use of Western notions of 

culture, personality, and time), the hidden authorship of the 

informant, and the lasting marginalization of non-Western voices 

by the structures of academic production. Attempts at a critical 

reconstruction of anthropology, from marxist, feminist or 

postmodernist angles, in constructionist or dialogical fashion, 

seem bound to face ever deeper layers of hitherto unrecognized 

hegemonialism and the power politics of knowledge (Nencel & Pels 

1991). It may well be doubted if the task of decolonizing 

anthropology can ever be achieved. 

The challenge by indigenous voices. 

Taking account of their research conditions, indigenous 

anthropologists have emphasized their ongoing marginalization by 

the structures of academic production. Availability of research 

funds, library facilities, printing possibilities still privilege 

Western researchers, not to mention the unreversed asymmetry of 

large-scale Euroamerican research in far distant cultures and but 

a handful of Third World anthropologists researching the West 

(Fahim 1982). For anthropologists from the Pacific Islands, the 

Tonganese Hau'ofa was one of the first to describe academic 

working conditions in his country. In search for more Oceanic 

came across Louise Morauta's (1979) attempt at 

'{öU)alyzing indigenous Papua New Guinean anthropological 

ontributions to a revision of the approaches and role models 

ffered by foreigners. Followed by a dozen comments, half of them 

indigenous Pacific and African anthropologists, this debate 



324 

might have been expected to initiate a substantial controversy -

still, I could find no continuation. 

Papua New Guinea gained political independence in 1975. 

Morauta, born and educated in England, taught at the University of 

Papua New Guinea since 1970 and became a citizen of PNG. Her 

analysis is based on the work by 12 PNG social scientists selected 

for distinct viewpoints out of 130 articles and papers. In terms 

of local academic conditions it is important to notice that the 

writers of these papers were geographically and institutionally 

dispersed, lacking any institutional focus for discussion as well 

as national political interest groups to which intellectuals might 

attach themselves (Morauta 563). Her source materials were "not 

readily available locally, let alone in other countries", as 

stated in the comment by a student collective from PNG university 

(567). 

The 6 themes selected in Morauta's analysis concern: 1.) 

criticisrn of both foreign anthropologists' behaviour (professional 

exploitation, the stealing of artifacts, and failure to report 

back adequately), and of their work. especially with regard to 

foreign ends served by foreign social science, compliance with 

colonial governments (e.g. in legitimizing actions against cargo 

cults), and specific questions of concepts and content, like the 

notion of "primitive society" and ethnographic "biased pictures" 

and "half-truths". 2.) Pleas for insider research, sometimes 

amounting to the "doctrine of the insider" (Merton). 3,) An 

emphasis on cultural unity rather than diversity. which is 

reasoned in terms of the goal cf national political unity, the 

need to establish a cultural identity, and the desire to promote 

distinctively PNG forms cf development. 4.) Reinterpretations cf 
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social change contrasted to as well as correcting foreign accountc: 

(a phenomenon similar to developments elsewhere in the Third 

World). 5.) Interest in the role of tradition in contemporary 

society, with a specific emphasis on traditional cultural elements 

as manipulable factors to achieve certain political goals. 6.) A 

widespread demand for a close relationship between research and 

action, be it in the form of applied social science in public 

service or, more often, as consciousness raising and the designing 

of development projects. 

The comments on Morauta's analysis differ remarkably in terms 

of indigenous respectively Western authors. Most indigenous 

authors push the lines of anticolonial discourse further, Western 

anthropologists cited critically in the material analyzed are up 

in defense of their approaches, with an undertone of denying that 

there is anything indigenous anthropologists could do better than 

foreign ones. As to the PNG commentators, a student collective 

from PNG university emphasized the need for expanding the term 

"decolonization" in order to answer questions referring to 

decisions on research priorities, funding agencies, purpose and 

benefitters of research projects, and pointed to the still open 

question of neocolonial anthropology. Waiko, one of the indigenous 

anthropologists cited by Morauta also raised the question "In what 

way and to what extent is the foreign intellectual milieu -

·. methodological, theoretical, epistemological - >being 

>decolonized<?" (572), criticizing Morauta's exclusive concern with 

elite and asserting, instead, the importance of 

ialogue between national intellectuals and the masses. A 

Nairobi emphasized the structural marginalization 
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of indigenous anthropology, referring to Galtung's notion of 

"academic imperialism". 

The evidence provided by Morauta's analysis and the subseuent 

debate suggests that the echoes of colonial conditions within 

social science are still in need of closer analysis. This will be 

discussed with reference to Roger Keesing's (1994) case studies of 

Melanesian framing of anti-colonial discourse in terms of colonial 

discourse. 

Disentangling oneself from hegemonial discourse: Evidence from an 

emerging written literature 

Novelists from former colonized African countries have, over 

recent decades, provided rich evidence of the subtle after-effects 

of the inferiorizing discourse of domination and the difficulties 

cf disentangling oneself from its webs. The emergence of a written 

Papua New Guinean literature promises to soon allow for a 

comparison with oceanic experience. 

Here I can but provide some background to this emerging 

literature (Schild 1981). Up to 1945, education in Papua New 

Guinea was mostly provided by the missions; even after the 

Australian government formalized education to some extent, mission 

schools exceeded by far the number of government schools. 

According to a census of 1969, the foundation year of the 

University of Papua and New Guinea (UPNG), there were 30 000 

primary school graduates, 14 ooo secondary and 2 high school 

graduates. The university was meant to educate for independence. 

Ulli Beier, the first "lecturer in literature of developing 

countries" and later (1974-78) Director of the Institute of PNG 

studies, built upon his Nigerian experience, teaching students to 
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collect oral literature, and introducing creative-writing courses, 

the results of which were published in his specially founded 

journal Kovave (1968-1973). According to Schild (1981, 132), the 

first PNG novel was a result of a creative-writing course (Eri 

1970). A Bureau of Literature founded in 1968 by the missions and 

government also published a journal New Guinea Writina (1970 

renamed Papua New Guinea Writingl and organized writing 

competitions. 

In my talk, I will discuss some observations on A. Maori 

Kiki's autobiography Ten Thousand Years in a Lifetime (1968), 

Vincent Eri' s novel The crocodile (1970), and stories from (yet 

unavailable to me) local journals which have been extensively 

quoted in Schild's (1981) report. 

Crocombe, R.G.(1973) The New south Pacific. Wellington: Reed 
Education. 

Eri, Vincent (1970) The crocodile. Port Moresby: Jacaranda Press. 

Fahim, Hussein (ed) (1982) Indigenous anthrcpology in non-Western 
countries. Durham, N.C. 

Hau'ofa, Epeli (1975) Anthropology and Pacific Islanders. Oceania 
45(4): 283-289. 

Keesing, Roger (1994) Colonial and Counter-Colonial Discourse in 
Melanesia. Critique of anthropology 14: 41-58. 

"Kiki, Albert Maori (1968) Kiki. Ten thousand years in a lifetime. 
A New Guinea autobiography. London: Pall Mall Press. 

~orauta, Louise (1979) Indigenous anthropolcgy in Papua New 
· Guinea. current Anthropology 20/3: 561-576 

ncel, Lorraine & Peter Pels (1991) Constructing Knowledge. 
Authority and Critique in Social Science.London: SAGE 

~ild, Ulla (1981) Literaturen in Papua-Neuguinea. Berlin: 
Reimers. 
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AN_DROG-'r..N:L Changes in the relationship between the f:exes in 
gerrnan literature and philosophy_(~ 1750-18151 

?kJe- g ?z,.-~ I 
lsabel Suarez ~ N!l1id\~ · 

The Univers,ty of Leiden 1,-

In German literature and philosophy after 1750 interesting changes can be 
d1scerned in the representation and ideas concerr.ing the relationship 
bet'lveen the sexes. The traditional concepts of masculinity and femininity, but 
also the concept of man. are provided with a new meaning. The new concept 
of man is a product of: 
a. the sexualization of the traditional and purely rational concept of man 
(implicit masculine) 
b. the admission of feminine traits, spiritual and physical. into the traditional 
concept of man. 

In German iiterature of the period different concepts are used to indicate 
these changes Some of these concepts have positive (androgyny), other 
have negative connotations ( ,,Wac!ltwetb. Verwe1b/icl111n!). 'Androgyny' and 
'hermaphroditism' are two of the most important terms used to signily and 
connotate the 'new' relationship between the sexes. Sometimes they are used 
as synonyms. but more often they can be found to have a clearly different 
meanmg. 

The changes in representation and ideas of the relationship between the 
sexes reach their climax at the end ol the century in early German 
Romanticism. Then the "soul" of man gets a new compostion: consciousness 
besides subconsciousness, rationality besides sensibility, rnasculinity besides 
femininity. The new psyche becomes androgynous. This process of 
androgynizing and psychologizing of man can be divided into three stages: 
later- Enlightenment/Classicism, early-Romanticism. high-Romanticism. 

1. (1770- 1790) Later-Enlightenment/ Classjcism 
From an apparent 'asexual' conception of man (implicit rnasculine) to a 
sexualised conception of man. were traditional feminine traits such as 
sensibility, softness and round forms of the body are accepted as human. 1 

1 

... l
il 
. 

1 
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Examples· 
a. Lessing - Laokoon (1766) 
In aesthetic experience the capacity to be moved is an 
essential one. Tobe moved to tears is used by Lessing as 
a norm to make a distinction between civilised men and 
barbarians. 

b. Winckelmann - Geschichte der Kunst des Alterill..[!)§ 
(1764) 
Hermaphrodite statues of Greek gods and heroes become in 
Winckelmann's aesthetic theory the expression of the classic 
ideal of beauty. The most perfect and beautiful body is a 
body with masculine as weil as feminine sexual 
characteristics. 

2. (1770 - 1790) Efiljy-Romantjcism 
in the love-conception of Sturm und Drang the sensibil1y (Empfindsamkeit) of 
the man in lave becomes the proof of the beauty of his soul. Feminine 
characteristics are not only accepted as human, but are also seen as a 
source of ethical and aesthetical amelioration of the human kind. 

Exam~ 
Goethe - Die Leiden des Jungen Werthers (1774) 
Goethe's hero. the most conspicuous representative of the 
sensibil1ty of this philosophical-literary movement. is a lover 
who through his being-in-love develops a superior sens1bility 
and creativity. These (formen) new characteristics lead him 
to a radical rejection of the social conventions of his time and 
ta a conflictual relation with his world and with his own soul. 

3. (1790's -1815) !:ilgh-Romanticism 
At the end of the century, the mixture between the masculine and feminine 
plays an important part in the constitution of the new human psyche. The 
adrnission of the feminine in the conception of man introduces a new 
dimension in the human soul. The new psyche is a certainly not always 
harrnonious, mixture of consciousness and subconsciousness: of rationality 
and sensibility and of masculinity and femininity. 
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E.xrun~ 
F W. Schlegel -Lu ein de (1799) 
Schlegel's Lucinde. a novel wh1ch upon publication caused 
great commotion among the critics because of its supposed 
amoral conception of love and the peculiar relatJon between 
the sexes. can be used as an illustration of the androgynizing 
of the human soul. Julius, the hero of the story. but also 
Lucinde his girl-lriend and lover, can be interpreted as 
androgynous personages. 
However, that androgyny, as conceived of in German 
Romanticism, does not mean equality between the sexes, 
can be shown by the differences between Julius' and 
Lucinde's androgyny. Lucinde is androgynous from the 
start. She is one, perfect and harmonious feminine but also 
rational, intellectual, intelligent. and actJve. Julius an the 
contrary, is not androgynous, but becomes androgynous 
through his experiences w1th different types of warnen. His 
becom1ng androgyn aus is also the last siage in the 
development of his soul (psyche). Julius has a developing, 
striving, contradicting psyche. Lucinde is harmonious but 
static at the same time. 

Androgyny in German Romanticism means no langer just a physical 
compound of masculine and feminine characteristics. no~ is 1t merely used as 
an aesthetical criterion to determine the beauty ol body-forms. Androgyny 
becomes at the beginning ol the 19th century. a way of expressing the 
dualistic character ol the htJman psyche. As such it changes from a concept 
which signifies an external mixture of masculine and feminine traits to an 
internal stage in the development of the psyche. This process of the 
androgynizing of the human soul, although it could be expected. daes not 

bl'. imply an equal representation of the relation between the sexes. Men are 
. _;q- equii/ed with a more-dimensional soul in development with feminine traits; 

warnen an the contrary, remain static creatures. 

The androgynizing of the human soul is an aspect of the const1tution of the 
'modern' psyche. This implies a peculiar and consequential ihematization of 
the feminine in literature and philasophy. The new romantic interest in warnen 
änd the feminine has led indeed to a more complex and mixed concept of 
man and woman in general. Nevertheless this did not imply that the new 
ennched concept of man could be arbitrarily filled in by 'man' as weil as by 
:wa_man'. Philasophically spoken. this way the emancipation of warnen was 
mh1b1ted hallway. 

lsabel Suarez - 12-6-94 
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From the laboratory to the outside world 
The theoretical assumptions of early psychotechnics 

Pieter J. van Strien (University of Groningen) 

Abstract 
In this paper it is shown that the conception of the assessment of fitness for school or 
vocation as the prediction of some outside criterion did not originate at once with the rise 
of applied psychology. In early psychotechnics not only the apparatus but also the 
"essentialistic" search for fundamental factors of classical laboratory psychology (the 
Wundtian programme) was preserved, even where the new name test was used. The judgment 
of non professional referents was suspected, and though the test scores were compared with 
the appraisal of superiors or teachers, "psychological tnlth" was primarely sought in the 
mutual coherence of the tests. In this sense construct validity preceded criterion-validity. 
The gradual transition from the laboratory to the outside world within the Heymans tradition 
in the first quarter of the century is used as a case in which the theoretical assumptions of 
early psychotechnics appear in a clear way. 

In the history of psychology the origination of applied psychology at the turn of the 

century is often seen as the emergence of an alternative programme, aiming not at the 

study of the generalised human mind but at the prediction of future behaviour of 

individuals or groups. Without denying that the goals are different, I will show in this 

paper that the indebtedness of early applied psychology, especially in the form of 

psychotechnics, to the old Wundtian laboratory psychology is much stronger than is 

usually assumed. 

Tue most obvious link of psychotechnics with the established laboratory 

psychology is of course the use of instruments developed for the measurement of general 

functions for the determination of inter-individual differences. What previously counted 

as error variance became ·now, as William Stern remarks in his Differential Psychology 

(1900), a problem in its own. In this paper I will give a number of examples of the use 

of laboratory apparatus for psychotechnical purposes. 

However, it is not only the laboratory equipment that is preserved in the new 

1 .•..• psychotechnics, but also much of the theoretical assumptions. Tue basis for the appraisal 
· i\<>.f a subject's mental health or fitness for a school or vocation is not sought in the 

;
1
,psu-uction of valid predictors, but in the tracing of the mental functions that are 

TJ~ed for a certain performance. In this context the first use of correlation coefficients 
tj :not to establish the correlation between a test and a criterion, but to establish the 

'~tual correlation between the different functions that are measured. In this sense, 

et validity precedes criterion-validity. There is an "essentialistic" search for 

ental factors on which other, more complex, variables depend. 
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Industrial psychotechnics is a relatively latecomer in the birth order of the 

respective branches of applied psychology. Tue first applications of psychology were in 

the psychiatric clinic (Kraepelin) and in educational psychology ( a. o. Ebbinghaus and 

several others in his generation). Especially in the psychiatric clinic the methods used 

were for a number of decades those of the psychological laboratory, and the research 

mainly consisted of determining the way in which patients differed in their functioning 

from normal subjects. lt was primarily for practical reasons that more simple paper and 

pencil tests were introduced in the testing of school children: they can be administrated 

in a group, and it is easier to take tests to the school than the children to the laboratory. 

Y et, at first the data were interpreted in the habitual essentialistic way. It was only in 

post-Binet I.Q.-psychology that correlations between test and criteria of school success 

were determined. Tue breakthrough of industrial psychotechnics occurred only around 

World War I, and here too it took some time before, first in America, the predictive use 

of tests supplanted the search for fundamental determinants of vocational performance. 

Correlation statistics was mainly used for determining the covariance between tests; for 

the rest the statistics used consisted of the determination of norms of performance and 

of the determination of norm-profiles which could be compared with a criterion-profile. 

Tue development just sketched is clearly illustrated by the course the research in 

the Heymans Laboratory at Groningen University (founded in 1892) took in the first 

quarter of our century. Heymans' primary concern was the establishment of the 

fundamental laws of consciousness. He published a series of papers on mental inhibition 

in the Zeitschrift für Psychologie. Around the turn of the century his interest changed, and 

he turned his attention to differential psychology. On the typology in which his research 

resulted I have reported at the Cheiron-Madrid meeting (Derksen & Van Strien, 1992). 

Tue trait-ratings in his questionnaires were correlated with three fundamental 

dimensions: activity, emotionality, and secondary vs. primary functioning (Heymans 1908). 

With the collaboration of liis assistant Henry Brugmans he took in 1911/1912 a next step, 

aimed at the study of fundamental determinants of intellectual achievement (Heymans 

& Brugrnans, 1912). To this end a practicum was organised, in which his students were 

subjected to a series of laboratory experiments covering the following psychical functions: 

memory, liveliness of fantasy, concentration, secondary functioning and intellect. F or each 

function a series of experiments or tests were administered, and their mutual correlation 

was determined. Tue indebtedness to the traditional laboratory psychology is apparent 

in the use of apparatus like the metronome and the mnemometer of Ranschburg for the 

examination of memory, the colour disc, the light screen and the light-inhibition 

experiments of Wiersma for the determination of secondary functioning, and the dotting 

apparatus (Burt) and a phonometer for the determination of concentration. Tue aparatus 

used is depicted in the catalogue of the Netherlands Foundation for Historical Materials 
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(Hartevelt, 1989), and partly also in the catalogue of the centennary Heymans Exhibition 

(Draaisma, 1992). The other tests consisted of simple tasks, like the recognition of 

colours, the description of pictures, repeating a story, word and picture puzzles, and the 

like. Though he certainly did known them, Heymans made no use öf the Binet scales for 

the measurement of intelligence, and he did calculate no correlations between 

intelligence and the other functions or between those functions and some criterion of 

academic success. Apparently Heymans and Brugmans were convinced beforehand of the 

significance of the five functions, probably because prior inquiries into academic 

performance (especially of woman) had shown them tobe relevant (Heymans, 1910) 

The same conviction of the foundation of inter-individual variation in a restricted 

number of mental functions can be found in a paper Heymans presented in collaboration 

with Stern and Lipmann at the 6. Kongreß für experimentelle Psychologie in Göttingen, 

april 1914 (Heymans, 1914). The paper is a plea for international collaboration between 

psychological laboratories in bringing the results of experimental and psychgraphical 

research on individuals together. Voluntary concentration of attention is selected as a 

central trait to be measured both with the help of a number of simple experiments and 

by psychographical ratings of concentration in everyday life. To attain a perfect 

standardization, sets of experimental equipment and questionnaires were made available 

on request by the Institut für angewandte Psychologie at Berlin-Potsdam, and this Institute 

also offered its services for processing the data. I have not been able to find out how the 

proposal of the trio was received, but probably the intended collaboration was thwarted 

by the outbreak of the First World War a few months later. 

Looking at the type of "experiments" proposed; we find that they have more the 

appearance of tests in the present sense than of laboratory experiments: The Bourdon 

cancellation test, backward reading, proofreading, analogies, etc. No instruments are 

required apart from little cardboard weights which have to be compared. In this sense 

the project is a step away from the Jaboratory on behalf of an easy distribution and 

administration. The theoretical aims, however, still are the same as in the Heymans­

Brugmans project: the empirical substantiation of fundamental traits. 

A few years later the demands of practical life began to assert their rights. Of 

course, Stern and his co-workers already had made valuable practical contributions 

before: in the Psychologie der Aw;sage (the eye-witness), in school-psychology, andin the 

selection of female streetcar drivers (Stern, 1918). In 1920 a Social-pedagogical Institute 

was founded at Groningen, financially supported by a legacy of the well-known socialist 

politician Dr. D. Bos, which - in close collaboration with the Heymans Laboratory • set 

itself the task to lay the scientific basis for vocational guidance and personnel selection. 

In his opening address Brugmans, who was appointed as director, made clear that the 

Bos Institute did not intend to be a service institute itself, but aimed to examine the 
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requirements for different jobs, and to select the proper experiments and tests for 

bringing the right men in the right place. By making this research available to pioneering 

local bureaus elswhere, the Institute would serve as a Central Institute for vocational 

psychology in the Netherlands (Brugmans, 1921). 

Tue first job that was studied was that of telephone operator. Tue first step 

consisted of a mental analysis of the requirements. Ten psychological functions were 

chosen as being relevant for the task, and each was measured by a number of "tests". Tue 

quotation marks used in the original publication (Brugmans & Prak, 1921) are justified, 

in sofar that many of the tests consisted of traditional laboratory experiments, which now 

were used for a differential purpose. Next to paper and pencil test like the Bourdon­

Wiersma, and simple tasks like auditory and visual reproduction, the tachistoscope, the 

teleometer, the tremometer, the fall-phonometer and similar instrurnents were used, and 

reactions were measured in hundredths of seconds with the chronoscope of Hipp and 

registered with the chronograph of Jaquet. Tue tests were administered to 13 women 

who already worked at the telephone office, and the results of each test were compared 

with the over-all rating of their supervisor. Correlations were calculated between the 

ranking of the operators on each test and the ranking of the supervisor. Some 

correlations were negative (e.g. on the tapping test) and some were zero, but most of 

them were positive, culminating in .80 for the teleometer, a test which had some 

resemblance with the operator's job. Tue probable error of each correlation was also 

detennined. On the basis of the outcomes the value of the respective tests for the 

selection of operators is discussed, and the results are compared with similar 

investigations in Geneva (Fontegne and Solari, 1918). Finally an over-all score is 

detennined for each testee and the ranking of these scores is compared with the ranking 

of the supervisor. Tue correlation between both rankings appears to be > .90. 

In the following years similar investigations are conducted on other jobs: high 

voltage electric fitters (Brügmans & Prak, 1922a), assistants in the Laboratory of Philips 

Electric Works (Prak, 1926a), apprentices in Storks Machine Factory (Brugmans & Prak, 

1926) and pupils of the Technical School at Eindhoven (Prak, 1926b). Next to this 

investigations are conducted in a teachers seminar and in several elementary schools and 

high-schools. Tue general approach is the same as with the telephone-operators. A 

difference is, however, that apart from those on the pupils of the teachers serninar, the 

investigations were conducted outside the laboratory. This made it difficult to use 

complicated apparatus. Tue Hipp-chronoscope was used on site, but otherwise rigorous 

adaptations had to be made. In the school investigations the tachistoscope and the 

mnemometer were fitted for adrninistration in the classroom by projecting the stimuli on 

a screen. In the industrial investigations the psychological functions that were expected 

tobe relevant were occasionally measured with the help of a simple instrument (e.g. the 
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tremometer), but for the rest with individually administered paper and pencil tests and 

simple performance tests. Thus, the step from experiment to test and from laboraory to 

the outside world was taken mainly on practical grounds. 

For the rest the basic approach remained the same: comparison of the outcomes 

of the respective (groups of) tests with the appraisal of supervisors or teachers. In the 

industrial investigations the number of the subjects was invariably low; only in the school 

investigations !arger numbers were involved. Where possible the appraisal of more than 

one judge in the work or school setting was invited. Probably under the influence of 

Prak, who was a keener statistician than Brugmans, rankings were in the later 

investigations replaced by ratings on a scale and inter-judge reliabilities were calculated. 

In his investigations at Philips, Prak asked his judges not only to give an over-all 

appraisal but also to rate a number of traits (interest, keenness, accuracy etc.). 

Correlations were calculated with both the over-all and the separate ratings, and the best 

tests were proposed for retainment in a future test battery. 

A salient feature of the extensive reports Brugmans and his collaborators have 

published is that the words prediction and criterion are absent from their vocabulary. In 

their report on the high-voltage electric fitters Brugmans & Prak (1922) speak of 

disowned tests, of which the low correlation with the appraisal of the supervisor might be 

caused by the inadequacy of the last. The purpose of the test, they argue, is not primarily 

to attain in a few hours an appraisal which for the supervisors t'lkes much more time, 

but to improve the judgment on the site. For the man of industry this improvernent is the 

motive for asking the advice of a psychotechnicien. In his doctoral dissertation Prak 

(1925) devotes a lengthy chapter to the inferior quality and low reliability of the 

judgment of laypeople, and in his Philips study Prak pools their ratings in order to attain 

a more reliable judgment. 

> Making up the balance of the developments described, we can conclude that the 

· •.·.· search for fundamental psychological functions, which forms the objective of the 

t • Wundtian programme of experimental laboratory research, still guides much of the work 
i ,, 

t; of the early psychotechniciens. There is a cautious attempt at external validation, but a 

• reluctance to accept the judgment of laypeople as the criterion. Not prediction of a 

[~ubious criterion, but attaining some "psychological truth" (Van Strien, 1966) is their 

' .Jtri'Ving. This reluctance is not restricted to representatives of the school of Heymans, but 

I,\~ be found in other quarters as weil. Thus Cattell in his Guide to Mental Testing 

iegards "sociological validity" (the correlation with some extemal criterion) as inferior 

ared to internal validation on the basis of factor analysis. Of course predictive 

lidation in the present sense was gradually emerging already in the tens and twenties 

.,this century - the period covered by this paper - especially in the United States. The 

of tests that more had the character of a work sampe than a tool for measuring some 
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elementary function paved the way. But I hope to have shown that the laboratory 

paradigm was much more tenacious than usually is assumed by historians. 
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THE FORERUNNERS, FOUNDATION AND ROLE OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLOGY - Alison M. Turtle, University of Sydney 
Abstract The combination of geographical remoteness from other proponems of modern 

psychology and paucity of the widely dispersed local population posed a conundrum for 

early Australian psychologists in tenn~ of putting in place their own communication 

networks. While the delay in contacting overseas colleagues made these especially desirable 

the personnel resources to sustain them were lacking. Although psychology was introduced 

to Au~Lrnliaii w1ivc1•s.ities over 11 century a.go, the first national joumal, thc Au:;tralf(Jfl Journal 

of Psychology, appeared only 45 years ago, under the auspices of the Australlan Branch of 

the British Psychological Society, founded in 1944. World War 2 gave a considerable boost 

to psychology, but academics and professionals had been enthusiastically seeking to advance 

their discipline for the previous half century, and to this end combined with representatives of 

other disciplines in fonnal bodies. Their main peer groups were educationists and 

philosophers, encountered in the Australasian Association for the Advancement of Science, 

which all three entered as earl y as 1893, and the Australasian Association for Psychology and 
Philosophy, set up in 1923. The latte:r produced a substantial joumal which strengthened the 

influence of psychologists from the centre which edited it and assisted the discipline to 

consolidate its own position. After a somewhat slow start, the AJP functioned initially as 

conveyor of matters of professional and societal interest as weil as of research material, but 

now retains only the larter role which nonetheless, as most contributors are Australian. serves 

to inform members of the local community about each other's work. 
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THE FORERUNNERS, FOUNDATION AND ROLE OF THE 

AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF PSYCHOLOGY 

Alison M. Turtle, University of Sydney 

Tue first generaljournal of psychology to be published in Australia, the Austra/ian Journal of 

Psychology (AJP), made its appearance in 1949, over halt' a century later than its French 

counterpan, l'Annee Psycho/ogique. The end of 1944 had seen the establishment of the 

country's first professional body of psychologists, the Australian Branch of the British 

Psychological Society, and the AJP was sponsored by this group, remai.ning its only official 

publication throughout the Branch's existence. When in 1966 the Australian Branch was 

replaced by a formally independent Australian Psychological Society (APS), the AIP 

continued as its major organ, though with a role modified by the creation of the Australian 

Psycho/ogist ( AP) in 1966. Thls took over the publication of material with a professional 

orientation and the reporting of societal issues, the latter being in turn taken over by the 

Bulletin of the A.ustralian Psychological Society since 1979. The AJP is a refereed journal 

with international distribution and experiment:a.l-archival content. 

Despite the relatively late appearance upon the Australian scene of its national journal, 

psychology had emerged within the universities there not much later than in Britain and 

Europe, and was certainly visible within the public arena by the time of World Wro: 2. It was 

not however exactly weil entrenched; sepro:ate deparonents existed wirhin only two 

universities and one university college before the war, and although various state 

governmems had begun to create positions for psychologists in the 1920s these were neither 

numerous nor necessarily perrnanent and no appointmentS had been made at the federal level. 

The war both enhanced and consolidated the position of the discipline in respect of the 

creation of employment opportunities; the formation of the professional Sl'>Ciety may be seen 

as one indicator of this consolidation. An examination of the coment and authorship of the 

AJP over its first three decades has already been ca."'Tied out by others; l what will be 

arlrlrrHrrl in rhf' prn'ir,nt pflprr i:l thr; rinr<',tion of how ~nrl why Atrnr.ra linn myc;hology 
managed to survive for some 50 years without either a professional society or its own 

exclusive joumal. 

A dominating factor in the history of all intellectual activities in Australia has been that of 

distance - of Australians from their overseas peers and from each other. Tue significance of 

the huge distances across the continent has been compounded by the relative paucity of the 
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population. a factor of paramount importance in the case of a new discipline. The situation 

was further exacerbated by the political set-up; prior to federation in 1901 the six states were 
linked only by their allegiance to the British govemment. The establishment of Australian 

universities did not greatly pre-date the first instimtionalization of psychology overseas; the 

University of Sydney was rhe pacesetter in 1850, followed by others in each of the other 

state capitals by die time of World War 1, but up until World War 2 only these si.x had come 

into being. The universities' governing bodies from the beginning made provision for 

overseas contact with generous systems of s.abbatical leave, but set no formal mechanisms in 

place for the strengthening of local communications. The scholars themselves rapidly 

moved to construct their own mechanisms, which took the fonn of learned societies modelled 

along British lines (by 1886 there were 38 of these across Australia and New Z6aland). Tue 
most ambitious 19th century venture in thls direction was the Australasian Association for the 

Advancement of Science (AAAS, later the Australian and New Zealand Association, or 

ANZAAS), set up in 1888. Tue AAAS provided a forum for both meetings and 

publications, via its gatherings (usually biennial) and t.he proceedings t.hereof, produced as 

bound volumes in which official addresses, abstracts and sornetirnes whole papers would 

appear, as weil as accounts of the business of the Association and its committees. At its fll'St 

meeting in 1888, 19 disciplines were drawn toge!her ·,vithin 10 'sections'. 1893 saw the 

addition of two more disciplines under the nil:lrir. of Ser.tion .1, Mental Science ancl F.clucation, 

headed by Henry Laurie, Professor cf Philosophy at the University of Melboume. 

'Mental Science' incorporated the subject matter of both philosophy and psychology, which 

were only fonnally distinguished in i 926 when the Section was re-named Education, 

Psychology and Philosophy. The liaison of these two with each other and with education 

was both necessary and durable. Philosophy was the pioneer discipline within the university 

system, and it was philosophers who actively promoted the other two. Within the AAAS, 

'.: hQwever, die key political grouping at once emerged as being between psychology and 

education. For 30 years the platfonn and proceedings of the Section J offered a major outlet 

;~;r the airing of social science issues in Australia. While individual papers did not 

. ~ssarily have a cross,disciplinary thrust, the four cornmittees appointed by the Section 
· · . ·ng this period cerrainly ,fül so, cnmhining thi: interests nf psychologi~t~ and educato.rs 

their various inquiries into the means of promotion of psychophysical and 

·1;.JhOmetrical investigati.on in Australasia and Jater of anthropometry. into the education of 
· .. lltal defectives and later into techniques of vocational guidance. It was not until the late 

Psychology and Education finally split into two Sections. though the relationship 
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had been an uneasy one throughout, marked by threats of separation from its very incepti.on, 

the dominance of the Education partner and Psychology's other liaisons. 2 

The main ocher such liaison was of course with philosophy. In most universities psychology 

g:rew up within departments of philosophy and initlally many individuals engaged in both 

inqulries. Laurie had been re,ponsible for the first introduction of psychological subject 

matter into an academic syllabus, making it a separate course element in 1896. He was 

succeeded in 1895 as presidem of Section J by Francis Anderson, Professor of Philosophy at 

Sydney. Anderson had also followed in Laurie's steps in the inclusion of psychology in his 

undergradiute philosophy syllabus, where experimental psychology was taught from 1913. 

He was however a more active and outspoken political figure than the other man, 

campaigning publicly forthe inauguration of separate university departments ofpsychology, 

education, sociology and anthropology. 

The first füll-time academic appointtnent in psychology came about only in 1921, with the 

conversion of a University of Sydney post in philosophy to one in psychology. In the same 
year Bemard Muscio, who took a strong interest in industrial psychology, became Professor 

,f Philosophy, and at once moved to found an Austmlasian Associarion of Psychology and 
Philosophy (AAPP), whkh first met in 1923. An additional impetus to this action may have 

been that during the war the meetings of the AA.AS had lapsed. Under the auspices of the 

AAPP psychologists continnt..l m meet wirh philosophers for rhe nexr 20 ye:m, wirh any 

interesred person being adnntted to membership irrespective of quali.fication. One of the 

g:roup's major activities was the P'lblication of the Austra/asian Journal of Psychology and 

Philosophy (AJPP), 'the purpose of (which)', it was anno1.inced, 'is tc deal with such 

subjects as philosophy proP":r, ethics, and the philosophy of religion, psychology and 

political philosophy, and the application ofpsychology to industry, education and law'.3 

The Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, Francis Anderson, was the AJPP's first editor, from 

1923-1927; for ehe next seven years it was edited by the hearl of the Sydney Psychology 

Deparcment, Henry Tasman Lov;ell, but thereafter the rask reverted 10 a Sydney philosopher. 

In his opening editorial Anderson remarked that such a joumal 

'runs a special risk, for it addresses two audiences, and may fail to satisfy both ..... In 
Australia and New Zealand. until specialisation shall have increased with greater 
tliffort:nliatiuu uf :,Luilit::., iu1u uutil iiic1tas1; uf JX>j)u!ati,:,ll shall have brought with it a 
greater body of cultured opinion .... one Journal must attempt the double task .... But 
unless it undertook the twofold task, it would not survive the year.' 
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In the event it survived for 21 years, but became over time increasingly the vehicle of the 

philosophers. Professor John Anderson, editor after Loveil, unlike his two predecessors in 

the Sydney Philosophy chair had little time for empirical psychology. Although a section 

headed 'Researches and Repons' and devoted to ernpirical and technical srudies continued to 

appear until 1941, thls dedined in size from 1930. and the bulk of the papers dealt with 

theoretical issues in philosophy, psychology, religion and ethics. A !arge amount of space 

was occupied by book reviews, and the joumal also functioned as the Association's 

newsletter. 

Until 1945 the AJPP provided the major publicarion outlet :or psychologists in the country; 

86 out of a total of 292 items published in the previous 25 years appeared in its pages. and 

ouly 1U m Ule -4.AA.) f'roceectlrtgS a.M. 1.1. lll overseas joumals. The pre-eminence of the 

Sydney departmenr as the central source of publication is unchallengeable; of these 86 articles 

only 17 came from outside New South Wales and all bm 10 ofthe remainder were products 

of Sydney academics and their srudems. Tue two largest groupings of papers were those of 

the state-of-1.he-art genre and those concemed with matters oi industrial psychology. The 

existence of the on-campus journal undoubtedly enhanced the efforts of Jocal academics, 

though authors were quite enterprising in their search for other local outlets, utilizing books, 

pan1phlets and a variety of other periodicals, such as commercial magazines. Tue dec!ine in 

the joumal's importance for psychology in the 1930s reflected not only the shift of editorship 

back to the philosophers but also the growth of psychological interest in centres other than 

Sydney.4 Its very success as a publication outlet in the 1920s may have also been a factor, 

..,. p~y„Jiulvll;il.ti tvvk ,1,:h.\üt.\~e .:,f th6 oi:,portU.nlty it providM to .eonitruet their OW'l'l 

identity. 

World War 2 create<l a setback in the usual channels of scientific communication; 1941-45 

· saw a drop in the number of psychological publications. Perhaps partly because of this 

111-pse, even when it was finally mooted the AJP did not get off to an easy start. At the first 

AnnuaJ General Meeting of the Australian Branch, in August 1945, the Executive reported 

> that it had resolved that a journal should be published under the Branch's auspices, and 

'proceeded to appoint William Matfüew O'Neil, the new Professor of Psychology at the 

Vniversity of Sydney, as its editor. As at that stage still the only professor of psychology in 

i{1~stra.lia. coupled with the fact that the Society was Sydney-based, O'Neil was the obvious 

t~~oice but possibly not the wisest one. His heavy workload wirh his new department and its 

1
~ady commencing post-war expansion rnust have detracted from the commitment required 

1~0 establish a new (and pioneering) joumal, and in August 1948 he resigned the editorship 
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before a single issue had appeared, citing lack of cime for 'e:macring such marerials from 

members'. His editorial committee had however taken the correct fonnal steps, first inviting 

papers from mernbers of the Branch known to be actively working on particular problerns or 

to have material available for rewriting, and then from 'eminent Australians abroad'; la,er, 

when thls was productive only of promises, they circularized all members.5 Cleady O'Neil 

had underestimated the demands of the position; equally clearly Australian academics feit no 

great pressure at that Stage to get their names in print The Executive's next choice was 

Donald McElwain, then of the Psychology Depanment at the University of Melboume and . 

from 1955 to 1983 the first Professor of Psychology at the University of Queensland. 

McElwain brought out the frrst issue the followi.ng June, and continued as editor until 1960. 

All in all there have been eight editors over the 45 years of the journal 's existence, with none 

since McElwaln reutlnlng rhe responsibilhy for mon; tl1w1 ii.ve yea.rs. A.11 lnm: huwever 

shared with him two major career characteristics: actlve involvement in the running of the 

professioruu society (of which most have had a term as president) and professorial Status; as 

weil, almosr as a corollary of the foregoing, all have been male. The regional domination so 

marked in the editorship of the AJPP has not been so obvious wid1 the AJP, though half of 

them have at one time w~)rked in the Sydney department. Tue 1983 review of the content and 

characteristics of the AJP over its first 30 years uncovers a somewhat ,imilar picture cf the 

contributors. The top 10 contributors over thls period were all male, holding senior academic 

appoimments; six bad had 'a substantial relationship' with the Sydney deparunent. Over 

90% of the authors altogerher were male; during the first five years only male authors 

published. Thls sw.te of affairs was changing only gradually, so that in the third decade only 

13.5% of authors were female - yet at the end of th.is perio.:l. approximately 40% of APS 

members were women. 6 Thus, as is only tobe expected of an establishmem joumal, the 

AJP has been very much the mouthpiece of its senior members, and has also been slow to 

throw off the effects of the earlier pre-eminence of Australia's first psychology depanment. 

What are the implications for standard and content of being a 'national' journal, particularly 

one issuing from a count:ry far removed from the b:irthplace of modern psychology? The 

editor for 1972-78, R. A. Champion, reported a high submission rate of papers from 

overseas authors, the quality of some of which led him to suspe.;:t that the AJP was a last 

port of call. The 1983 review shows that editors have not allowed the journal to be used in 

that way. Tue majority of papers have emanated from tertiary institutions, and increasingly 

these have been Australian, as were all non-tertiary sources. As regards coment, a smaller 

review of 140 o.rticles by Australfan authors published between 1969 and 1973 analysed their 
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major themes in terms of the national rnigin of thr. previous work which had inspired~m, 

and revealed a substantial local influence: 35 (or 25%) of them bad an Australian prov~ce, 
compared to 7 British, 54 American and 44 unclassifiable.7 These data suggest that the · 

joumal has clearly played an imponant role in the research culture of Australian psychology 

as a national phenomenon, but need not be interpreted as parochialism. Australian 

researchers with well-established international reputations continue to submit papers to the 

AJP ; perhaps in consequence some we!l-established overseas researchers do likewise. In 
recent years an effon has been made to raise the international visibility of the journal. At the 

local level, with today's system of nationally organized grants. reviews, refereeing and 

employmenr, rhe AJP's function of acquainting Australian psychologists with the existence 

and general inre:rests of each other is probably as least as important as acting as a vehicle for 

the exchange of ideas among specialists. 
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Fairbairn and the moral dimension 

Sandar Veres and Istvan Kapas 

Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

Abstract 

The work of w. Ronald Dodd Fairbairn can be considered perhaps 

as a single true serious attempt to harmonize the 

psychoanalytical thinking and the Christian idea not only because 

nobody raised so radically and so consistently the question of 

nature of human morality in relation with the development of 

personality and the maturity and structure in the ego like he; 

but also the role of conscience was put in a new light by he. 

In this paper we try to reconstruct that new basic approach in 

the psychical thinking which thou9h is rooted in the 

Jewish-Christian cultural mentality, in the world of Bible and 

which for Fairbairn undoubtedly served as a basis in exploring 

the introspective nature of the ego-structure nevertheless 

remained strange for the psychoanalytical thinking. 

::,:tt isn•t known if Fairbairn made a self-analysis or not but on 

f.the basis of his theological education and biblically determined 

",ithinking we guess that his work is such a synthesis-attempt which 

·e11ns an epoch-making link between the psychological knowledge 

d the human-related revelation of God for the modern people. 

the history of psychology may be exciting to analyze the work 

a scientist who undertook his Christian roots grounding the 

~rn mentality but who at the same time made every effort to 
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understand the challenge of his age. He tried to approach to the 

psychoanalysts and psychoanalysis with an attitude being in the 

centre of his theory: unconditional acceptance and the assurance 

to live one's own right. 

Fairbairn's personality is extremely interesting as well because 

he was a representative person of the English object-relation 

school where the members definitely expressed their sympathy in 

relation with Christian idea and faith. (Sutie, Winnicott, 

Guntrip). 

The problem in the case of Freud 

Ac:c:·,rding to the psychoanalysis the moral is a part of the 

culture; the Superego is the product of the culture. It is 

nei ther more nor less. It is a being created by a certain 

culture; it is a Golem inside the individuality (Tamas Nyiri, 

l'!l-3'4.). 't't come from outside and so it is inherently strange. The 

:psychic principle terrorizing the worried soul with its strong 

voice was called censor by Freud. According to Freud the neurosis 

was caused and remained by the tyrannical character of this 

rigourous judge because it cannot produce any understanding in 

the human. The culture enters the individual life through the 

Superego and subverts the personali ty and the unique of the 

individuality depriving it of personal liberty by this way. 

According to Freud the morality is a necessary ability. It is 

neither good nor bad in itself but the reality of the life 

causing for the people more suffering than would be required (Das 
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Unbehagung in der Kultur). [1] 

The ultimate questions of morality are included in the concept 

of instinct for life and death. These instincts are manifested 

in every people and by determining their actions the moral world 

become social pragmatism. Living under the rule of these human 

instincts could be unable making a conscious decision about the 

moral quality of an action. The qualification of an action might 

be only later by the person only after the qualification of the 

society. In fact with this simplification the frightful 

Golem-cult of the Middle Ages was revived by Freud. The interior 

moral imperative was imagined as an other person built inside the 

human and being socially a perfect machine (Descartes) without 

any individual features and private will, [2] 

Fairbairn's solution: the moral personality 

In contrast with Freud according to Fairbairn the morality is an 

inherent human abillty. He speaks about a premoral stage where 

sense exits in the infant differentiating between good 

ind bad. Fairbairn goes back to the biblical ancestral situation 

pf the human that is to the choice between good and bad where 

is the basis of the moral abili ty; his 

damental idea is the Christian anthropology; he denies the 

the biological character in the human nature. 

'.e?t Fairbairn analyses the decisions of an infant in the 

oral stage in relation with his mother we can discover in his 

fact of God being psychologically perhaps an 
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precondition only: "(The non-Jews don't have the law. But when 

they freely do things that the law cornmands without even knowing 

the law, then they are the law for thernselves. This is true even 

though they don't have the law. They show that in their hearts 

they know what is right and wrong the same as the law cominands. 

And those people also show this by the way they feel about roght 

and wrong. Sometirnes their thoughts tell them that they did 

wrong, and this makes them guilty. And sometimes their thoughts 

tel1 them that they did right, and this makes them not guilty.) 

All these things will happen on the day when God will judge the 

secret things iside of people. The Good News that I tel1 people 

says that God will judge people through Christ Jesus." (Romans, 

2:14-16.) 

The infant doesn't know the law yet, he is heathen. Nevertheless 

in this sense he is able to act good or bad according to his 

developing conscience. Still on the basis of this elementary 

sense he is able to distinguish in his premoral stage if his 

gradually divided primitive ego-stimulation and his movements and 

acts are pleasant o~ not for him or his environment. Fairbairn 

discovered that as soon as the Other begins to separate from his 

primitive ego exists the basic conflict of the personality which 

is called schizoid position by him and it remains throughout the 

life. In fact the first 'moral' conflict in the infant is the 

manifestation of the basic human conflict to the world. This 

conflict is recapitulated by Fairbairn when he describes about 

the position of the schizoid personality preceding the oedipal 

situation being primary at Freud. (See in the references!) [3) 
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The central position of morality in Fairbairn's personal-theory 

is a solution of that epistemological problem which is covered 

in Freud's psychoanalysis by adopting the instinct-determinism. 

Having an inherent attitude to distinguish morally between good 

and bad is an anthropological specific independent of the 

cul tural directions. So this characteristic has priori ty over the 

cultural contents - that is over the moral regulation. The 

culture may have a tyrannical or repressive role but this have 

tobe preceded by a decision in the personality with regard to 

follow the good or bad. The personality has priority so it is 

able to make ctecisions; so the Superego may not be only the 

creature of the culture. The human dignity and the ability of 

<:making conscious and voluntary decisions is rehabilitated by 

Fairbairn in the fact that the measure of personal maturity is 

moral act being cteterminant according to the one's 

nscience too. ( 4 J This measure of course depends on the cul ture 

t not alone. That is to say it couldn't have that Golem-role 

to it by Freud. 

morality appears as a substance of the human 

enon including the intention of God according to which the 

has a prominent position in this created world. In 

the Superego is replaced by a principle called 

ego-parti it is an important but not alienated 

part cf the ego structure. By Erikson it means a 

conscience or rather an suppressive conscience. It 

the principle in the personality which fighting with the 

human conscience and ability to distinguish between good 
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and bad since on the basis of identification with suppressive bad 

object it creates the cultural demands. This is such a channel 

for the suppressed bad object which canalizes the 

self-destructive efforts in the personality oppositing it with 

the healthy ego-parts as they were in a dock. 

The picture of this kind degraded conscience is mostly related 

to the God idea of Old Testament. This is a threatening God idea 

giving law for Moses and being merciless to violators. In Freud 

this picture incites the phantom of rebellion. In the course of 

his rebellion Freud reaches the point where this ancestral 

Situation is reduced to the ambivalent and conflicting relation 

with his father as were any connection between them. As if 

Freud's relation to God could be rooted in his relation with his 

father. This fusion in his approach becomes important principle 

in his theory when the kind God is covered by this bad 

father-imagination. On the other hand in the case of Fairbairn 

in the psychological system the forgiving love of God is 

represented by the central position of the unconditional 

acceptance while the principle of living one's own right is 

presented in the decision of God giving free will for human 

being. This latter one indicates the proper operation and role 

of the conscience too since inherently it is considered as 

derived from God as for the basic attitude and fitted to the 

given culture as for its contents. However here can get in the 

Word of God and can clean from the deviations of divine will. [5] 

According to Fairbairn by getting the suppressed conscience in 

the role of persecutive ego-aspect is expressed that the devil 
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exists inside the personality by the bad objects. The developed 

persecutive capacity and thinking and anxiety ca,use the turning 

away from divine truth and the grace of absolution. Theologically 

Fairbairn's formulation isn't so clear but according to his 

therapeutical message the patient have to be loved and accepted. 

So he dares to undertake the moral importance and consequences 

of his decisions. In fact this is the message of Gospel. In order 

to the human may become a useful means for God he have to leave 

and deny his previous live; he have tobe died. 'The person that 

wants to save his life will lose it. And every person that gives 

his life for me and for the Good News will save his life 

forever." (Mark 8: 35) In order to do this one have to experience 

analysis include the revelation of God which is 

J>nspicuous when he refers to the determinative role of the good 

:l;>jects and bad ones in the premoral stage - when he mentions 

'a:t also the infant makes a decision in relation with these 

,cts. We can accompany along his thinking the dichotomy being 

!(ileen the existence of the old human and the new one. According 

the basic conflict is caused by the schizoid 

of the human being this theologically is the 

from the God. The dichotomy of this separated life is 

of the biblical anthropology; the duali ty of the 

human (homo naturalis) refused the redemption and the 

one (homo religiosus) inside the personality is 

battle between the good and bad inside the 

human was the basic idea in Fairbairn 's 
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personal psychology. His psychological concepts are corresponded 

to his biblical human ideas and the role of conscience and 

different conditions of conscienca (dark, deteriorated). And the 

description of the schizoid position is corresponded to the 

biblical characteristic of the people being in the condition of 

judgement [6]. 
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l'Annee Psychologigue et son reseau: 
lectures et fabrication d'une nouvelle discipline 

Genevieve Vermes 1 

L'Annee Psychologique creee par Binet et Beaunis en 1894 est, comme !es autres 
revues de ce type a fonction d'ouverture et de constitution d'un reseau et d'une 
discipline, compose de memoires originaux et d'analyses bibliographiques. Celles-ci 
sont de 2 types: revues critiques et table bibliographique. Elles occupent !es 2/3 des 
600 jusqu'a 1000 pages de L'Annee. L'examen de leur structuration et du 
changement de leur importance donne a voir a la fois !es materiaux et !es machines, le 
reseau national et international des travailleurs, et l'objet final envisage et reajuste 
regulierement dans les 2 premieres decennies de L' Annee. La table est normee au 
plan international, l'organisation des analyses manifeste la dynamique nee de !a 
rencontre d'un projet tres souvent remodele et des materiaux que la psychologie 
extrait des disciplines connexes deja organisees avec organe regulier de publication. 
Les memoires originaux presentent les quelques rares recherches empiriques que les 
membres du reseau peuvent effectuer. Lorsque Pieron reprendra l'Annee, en 1912, il 
suivra la meme politique editoriale. 

Au sein des recherches sur l 'histoire des disciplines scientifiques, 
!es place et fonctions de leurs revues sont encore tres peu etudiees, Je vais 
essayer de vous montrer avec l 'aide de quelques materiaux,de quelques 
produits finis 2 et de queJques transparents, que l'Annee Psychologique en 
tant que revue, au sens propre du mot, a, des sa lancee en 1894, fabrique, 
en reseau avec d'autres revues de meme type et partageant le meme 
projet , le schema, la forme et l'extension de Ja nouvelle discipline.Elle 
aura neammoins toujours une specificite propre, liee aux hommes qui Ja 
dirigent et aux situations que connait Ja psychologie en France, 

En disant "fabrication" je voudrai porter l'attention sur le travail 
inlassable de lectures et prises de notes, de mise en fiches, de tris et de 
rangement organise de milliers de textes par an ( lettres, periodiques, 
ouvrage) effectue par quelques personnes voire meme par une seule 
personne a certains moments, Des travaux de tout niveau : theses, 
monographies, compte rendus d 'observation et d'experiences, traites, .. , 
ont ete choisis, analyses, critiques, resumes, positionnes !es uns par 
rapport aux autres, hierarchises par un groupe de Jecteurs diriges, pour 
l'ensemble de Ja psychologie moderne des langues allemande, angJaise et 
franc;aise a ses debuts, par une poignee de personnes cle, Ces circulation 

! Cquipc de rcchnchc : histoirc de la psychologic cn Francc, UFR de 
psychologic, UniYcrsitC de Paris VIII, 2 ruc de la !ibertC, 93526 Saint Dcnis cedex 
0 

2Jc rcmcrcic la Dircctricc et lc pcrsonnc! ac_tucl de la bibliolhCquc H. 
PiCron ainsi quc Madame Marlhc, Je responsable des rcn1cs au\. Presses 
univcrsitaircs Je France, issucs pour panie de Akan, et qui poursui\"Cnl !a 
publication de l'AnnCc _psycho!ogiquc, Mudumc Clairc Brcsson. lcgatairc puis 
donatnce des archiYes et de Ja biblinthCque d'I.Mcyerson, et Madame Gmtiol 
AlphandCry pour Je rCcit Je scs prcmicrs souYcnirs de jcunc psychologuc dans lcs 
annCcs '.::O. 
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et production de lectures -compte rendus ou analyses ont organise, j'en 
fais l 'hypothese, avec un esprit de corps et de systeme continüment le 
''nouveau mouvement academique" de personnes consideres come 
psychologues, et de themes traites, comme psychologiques. C'est 
probablement ce mouvement ,travaillant a la mise en reseau des 
personnes et des themes, et a leur organisation, qui va porter 
l'autonomisation et la specification de la psychologie comme discipline 
scientifique. 

Compose de quelques dizaines de personnes cle au tournant du 
siecle, ce reseau de travail de definition en comprendra quelques 
centaines juste avant la seconde guerre mondiale. En effet, tout en 
developpant travaux d'observation et lectures-compte rendus, les 
premiers ont deploye une activite considerable de creations d 'institutions 
specifiquement psychologiques a partir des positions qu'ils occupent et 
peuvent conquerir, compte tenu des contextes et des situations historiques 
qu'ils vont vivre au sein des grands Etats Oll ce mouvement international 
se construit: I' Allemagne, les Etats Unis et la France essentiellement, 
auxquels il faut ajouter certainement la Russie, la Belgique et la Suisse, 
l'Italie, !es pays scandinaves et l'Espagne si l'on suit !es travaux de 
l'epoque qui sont entre !es mains des lecteurs psychologues de la Revue 
philosophique et de "l 'Annee", nom que !es americains donne 
familierement et avec un tres grand respect et admiration a Ja grande 
revue de Binet. 

A l'epoque Oll un reseau de psychologues se met en place et se 
presente comme tel, en constituant le "dans le champ" et le "hors 
champ", le "in group" et le "out group" autour de circulation et 
d'organisation de lectures, il ne se trouve pas face a un manque. Depuis 
plusieurs dizaines d'annees, !es societes savantes en France, en Europe 
sont organisees selon une classification des sciences que !es 18 et l 9emes 
siecles n'ont cesse d'elaborer. Les membres des societes savantes se 
rencontrent quelquefois, mais surtout ils s'ecrivent et se commentent. Des 
grandes zones de curiosite puis de positivite se sont deja dotees d'organe 
officiel et regulier d'echanges ecrits a usage interne mais aussi avec une 
fonction externe: diffuser hors du cercle et s 'etendre. Chaque savant 
appartient ade multiples societes. 

A la fin du l 9eme, pratiquement, toutes ces societes se publient sur 
le meme modele. Elles ont une ou plusieurs collections appelees le plus 
souvent "bibliotheque de ... " dans des maison d'edition qui sont plus ou 
moins en train de se composer des creneaux, et une ou plusieurs revues. 
Les revues se proposant des bilans annuels, les Annees fleurissent. Ainsi 
par exemple, Ja revue "l 'Annee Archeologique", en France, date de 1856. 
Ces dernieres sont organisees de la meme maniere, en deux parties : 
memoires originaux et analyses bibliographiques. Les analyses peuvent 
etre accompagnees d'une table bibliographique et d'index. Elles 
precedent rarement les memoires originaux. Les memoires originaux 
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presentent des travaux de premiere main et des revues critiques qui sont 
de fait des analyses . 

II nous semble pouvoir faire, en prem1ere 'approximation, 
l'observation suivante : plus Ja discipline est jeune, plus la partie 
"memoire" est petite par rapport a Ja partie "analyse" . Ainsi 2 ans apres 
Je lancement de I 'Annee psychologique, Durkheim compose !es 600 
pages du premier tome de I 'Annee sociologique, en 1886-87, publiee en 
1898 chez Alcan, avec 5/6 d'analyses et 1/6 de memoires originaux. 
L' Annee psychologique de Binet commence avec 2/3 d'analyses mais 
progressivement les memoires se developperont. L'Annee de Pieron 
presentera ce meme desequilibre entre memoires et analyses et Je 
maintiendra, nous en reparlerons plus loin. 

La masse des titres traites par an, des Ja depart dans les revues de 
psychologie3 comme dans !es autres a la meme epoque peut paraitre 
extravagante. En moyenne entre 500 et 1000 titres. Ces chiffres peuvent 
monter a 3000 voire 4000 ! Un element pour rendre compte de ce 
phenomene est certainement a chercher du cote des pratiques de lecture a 
Ja fin du l9eme et au debut du 20eme siede. Les tirages des publications 
font pälir de jalousie les editeurs d'aujourd'hui. Les personnes qui lisent, 
lisent enormement. L 'abonnement a tout type de periodiques est bien 
etabli. Les savants et intellectuels, les medecins et !es philosophes, qui 
lisent tous plusieurs langues, ont non seulement d'importantes 
bibliotheques, mais re9oivent de nombreuses revues. Les bibliotheques 
generales des universites se constitent de maniere systematique et sont 
abonnees aux revues, les laboratoires s'abonnent aussi aux revues. 

Ce n' est pas seulement pour recevoir I' information, ils Ja 
produisent et sont a l'origine et ceuvrent en meme temps dans de 
nombreuses publications. Les intersections entre celles-ci sont donc tres 
grandes. L'exclusivite n'est assurement pas, a cette epoque, le moyen 
d'assurer Ja vie d'un patron, de son ecole ou reseau, la vie d'une 
discipline. Binet et son equipe fournissent en revues et analyses la Revue 
philosophique et l'Annee Biologique par exemple, de fa9on systematique 
et importante. Les contrats des editeurs semblent etre homogenes, une 
revue a environ 600 pages par an, si eile parait tous !es 2 mois, comme 
L'Annee et ]es autres revues du meme type, chaque fascicule doit avoir 
environ 100 pages. 

En 1894-1895, lorsque Binet lance l'Annee psychologique chez 
Alcan avec Beaunis, a partir du bulletin des travaux du laboratoire de 

1cc quc j 'anincc dans ccttc partic cst tirC de l'c.-x:amcn de 
l'cnscmble,passablcmcnt Ccclectique aux yeux d'aujourd'hui, des coltections de 
revue qui dCbutent manl les annCes 1920 et qui se trouYent a Ja bibliothCque Henri 
PiCron,. Ccttc bibliothCquc s'cst constituCc et continuCc, quasi cxclusivemcnt 
d'abord puis trCs largcmcnt, a partir, au moyen de cc travail gigantesquc de 
lccturcs-comptc rcndus. 
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psychologie physiologique, ce n'est pas qu'il dispose de plus de travau)( 
et de plus de memoires originaux, c'est, comme !es autres fondateurs de 
revue a la meme epoque se trouvant dans la meme situation, pour ouvrir 
et organiser un reseau et constituer un champ nouveau specifique. 
Comment realiser ce tour de force sans moyen, a la fin du siede dernier, 
de proposer a ses lecteurs 600 pages par an de psychologie nouvelle. 
alors que d'autres revues la presentent? Justement gräce au fait que 
d'autres revues la presentent. Cette reponse n' est pas paradoxale. 

L' examen de L "Annee montre la meme demarche que celle que 
met en place Ribot pour creer la Revue Philosophique, sur le modele de 
Mind, de Robertson. Comme tout autre nouvelle revue a vocation 
constituante, l'Annee va profiler un centre et l'alimenter de ce qu'elle dit 
etre a ses frontieres. Elle dit comme !es autres exclure, mais ne cesse 
d'inclure a partir de zones de positivite relativement bien constituees. 
Comme ces zones sont en reelle expansion, cela s 'avere possible. Le 
travail d'une revue constituante, type l'Annee, va etre d'extraire, reunir 
en son sein et articuler. Cette dynamique va etre lisible, enoncee 
clairement et avec regularite dans des avant-propos, des bilans. 
L'orientation, c'est a dire l'expose du centre et des frontieres, va 
continuellement etre peaufinee par Je directeur de la revue tant que celle­
ci a plus vocation a constituer qu'a exposer. 

L'enonce de cette orientation (bilan et projet) est organise en 
schema : themes, sous-themes, articulation plus ou moins hierarchisee. 
On peut s'attendre a ce que cet enonce d'un schema directeur reprenne le 
plan de Ja partie majeure de la revue, !es analyses bibliographiques. II 
n 'en est rien. Dans l 'Annee, le plan des analyses bibliographiques est. 
relativement different du programme d'une part ; et d'autre part, au sein 
des analyses bibliographiques, le plan des analyses ne co'incide pas avec 
le plan de la table bibliographique. On peut s'en etonner, d'autant que le 
plan programmatique que Durkheim expose dans l 'Annee sociologique et 
le plan des analyses bibliographiques de celle-ci se recouvrent 
completement ; !es chapitres sont affectes a ses "eleves". Chapitres, 
responsables et organisation sont maintenus tant que demeure I 'Annee 
sociologique (lere serie). II en est de meme dans l'Annee Biologique par 
exemple. 

Le decalage que I 'Annee psychologique presente entre !es plans 
de ses differentes parties ne peut probablement pas etre considere comme 
insignifiant. II atteste certes de differences d 'origine, mais plus 
profondement, peut-on en decouvrir les raisons? Quelle est la situation de 
Binet, de la psychologie, a cette epoque, en France, qui puisse rendre 
compte du maintien de ce decalage? 

On peut reconstituer l 'historique des tables bibliographiques de 
l 'Annee. II est a chercher dans Je "Zeitschrift für Psychologie und 
Physiologie der Sinnesorgane" d'Ebbinghaus et König. En 1890, ils 
publient le premier index des publications psychologiques. Binet le 
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connait. On sait, en effet, que, dans la bibliotheque du laboratoire dit de 
la Sorbonne cree en 1889 et place sous la direction du Dr Beaunis - Binet 
en est sous directeur et Philippe Je preparateur -, ils reyoivent 4 revues 
"philosophische Studien" de Wundt, l'''American Journal of Psychology 
de Stanley Hall( 1887), le "Zeitschrift für Psychologie und Physiologie 
der Sinnesorgane" ,et Je "Beitrag für experimentalellen psychologie" de 
Münsterberg. 

Le plan de Ja table bibliographique suivra d'assez pres cet index. 
Sa stabilite et sa generalisation proviennent de J'org,rnisation 
internationale du reseau. Autour de Warren, le "business manager", et de 
l 'American psychological Association, !es publications psychologiques 
americaines s'organisent, sans concurrence d'abord, et se multiplient en 
se specialisant !es unes en rapport avec !es autres. L'Annee y collabore 
officiellement ( Binet, Victor Henry, Nicolas Vaschide, le Dr Philippe, 
Larguier des Bancels, Revault d'Allonnes puis Pieron). Ils vont assurer Je 
traitement des matcriaux franyais et de leur reseau, et en echange 
recevront ceux traites par !es autres . En 1898, la table est signee par 
Warren, Vaschide et Borchardt, en 1900 The Psychological Index de la 
Psychological Review est signe par Warren (Princeton), Larguier des 
Bancels (Paris), Deaborn (Boston) et Hirsch!aff (Berlin) . Elle parait a la 
fois dans l 'Annee et et le Zeitschrift. Pour Je traitement des informations 
des consignes precises sont fournies aux collaborateurs. ( La fabrique 
traite, en 1905, 3445 titres ; pendant la premiere guerre mondiale. 
l'apport de I 'Allemagne et de son reseau disparait, celui-ci reintroduit, 
l'index traite 4000 titres par an; a partir de 1926, l'URSS s'y associe). 

II n'est pas evident de proposer un autre index, Vaschide, qui s'y 
essaye dans une publication autonome en 1902, est vivement rappele a 
! 'ordre, par exemple dans la Revue philosophique. Sous la direction de 
Binet puis de Pieron ce plan restera a peu pres Je meme : !es questions 
generales et traites seront places en tete, !es titres des rubriques seront des 
termes de plus en plus generaux.Mais si on examine ce plan de plus pres 
et qui on le compare au plan des analyses, on en comprend mieux Ja 
structuration et ses enjeux. 

La premiere partie : systeme nerveux. sensation, attention, 
memoire, motricite, reste a sa place, mais ces rubriques sont d'une 
importance tres inegale et variable. Cette norme sur laquelle tous 
s'entendent est suivie d'une seconde serie de rubriques qui prennent de 
plus en plus d'importance. C'est autour de l'emergence de ces rubriques 
et de leur articulation jamais bien etablie que se joue, de fait, le plan des 
analyses d'une part, et des avants propos et bilans de l'Annee d'autre 
part. 

II est plus difficile d'analyser cette seconde partie de la table qui 
correspond Je plus souvent, dans ses elements mais non forcement dans 
leur structuration, au plan des analyses bibliographiques. L'ensemble de 
ces rubriques va presenter un bouillonnement, des transformations 

> certainement !es plus fondamentales et les plus signifiantes pour prendre 
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la mesure de l 'importance de ces secondes series d' analyses. Celles-ci 
rendent bien compte de la dynamique de la nouvelle psychologie en 
France et dans son reseau proche, de ses forces, tensions et 
contradictions. 

Les rubriques : psychologie comparee, psychologie des enfants, 
psychologie individuelle, psychologie anormale et morbide, auxquelles il 
faut rajouter, des 1896, psychologie animale, vont se composer, se 
decomposer, s'articuler en un incessant bouleversement. Certaines 
rubriques ne vont pas apparaitre ou disparaitre dans les analysrs de 
l 'Annee, comme elles le font dans les revues americaines. On va assister, 
specifiquement dans I 'Annee soit a des inflations de certaines rubriques, 
soit a des recessions. 

Le phenomene le plus massif est la fabrication, progressive et 
complexe, d 'une archirubrique: psychologie comparee. On voit la 
psychologie pathologique perdre de son importance relative et etre 
incluse, comme psychologie de l'enfant, psychologie ethnique, caractere, 
psychologie animale, sous cette archirubrique. Dumas lui meme la 
reprendra dans son Traite de Psychologie, et Pieron systematiquement 
dans L'Annee, alors qu'elle ne parvient pas veritablement a emerger 
dans la litterature anglosaxonne. II faut dire qu'en France, eile a ete 
elaboree par Ribot. 

La psychologie individuelle va dans l 'Annee de Binet, 
naturellement, aussi se gonfler en integrant psychometrie, personnalite ... , 
dlc sc trouvera redecomposee dans I 'Annee de Pieron. Les dynamiques 
locales et nationale sont en oeuvre dans ces jeux sur les rubriques et leurs 
relations. L' Annee est a la fois fermee et ouverte, en position de fermete 
ou de negociations. 

Un phenomene va rendre perplexe les americains: la diminution 
des analyses dans I' Annee de Binet. Ils faisaient de I 'Annee une bible 
pour ses analyses parfaites qui rendaient inutiles le recours aux textes, 
pointaient l'essentiel, et_donc economisaient considerablement les efforts 
de recherche et de traitement des informations. Dans l 'Annee en effet, !es 
memoires originaux vont de plus en plus occuper le terrain des analyses, 
et ce, en trois paliers 1896, 1904, 1908, jusqu 'a devenir portion congrue 
avec meme disparition de la table bibliographique. 

Que se passe t'il? Binet, toujours pratiquement sans moyen, ne 
peut-il plus materiellement occuper tous !es terrains? Pour des raisons, 
dont j'ignore tout, en 1896 (publiee en 1897) l'Annee migre chez 
l'editeur Schleicher ou Binet et V. Henri lancent une collection de 
psychologie de l'enfant et de l'education. L'Annee a desormais un 
secretaire de redaction ( remunere ?) V. Henri. Le laboratoire. outre 
Philippe qui continue les analyses bibliographiques pour !es reseaux 
national et international dispose de deux nouveaux preparateurs Courtier 
et Vaschide. En 1897, l'Annee publie une enorme quantite de travaux de 
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Binet et Vaschide, et dans les annees qui vont suivre cette nouvelle 
politique editoriale se developpera. 

On peut etre tenter d'analyser cette disparition des analyses par 
l'hypothese que j'ai faite plus haut: les analyses tiennent seulement la 
place que les memoires originaux, les travaux de premiere main, 
insuffisants ne peuvent occuper. II me semble cependant que l'on ne peut 
qu 'en partie soutenir ce propos. II est probablement necessaire, mais je ne 
pourrai, faute de temps, l 'exposer ici, de prendre en compte la nouve!le 
situation de l'Annee en France, a Paris. Une nouvelle revue est nee avec 
son reseau : le Journal de psychologie Normale et Pathologique, conc;u 
par J anet et Dumas chez Alcan, d' ou n 'oublions pas l' Annee est partie. 

Le Journal devient tres vite l'organe de la Societe de psychologie 
qui s'autonomise, pour des raisons de legislation associative, de !'Institut 
General Psychologique au sein duquel eile s'etait organisee. La Societe, 
fermee, dirigee par Janet et Dumas, a, a cette epoque et jusqu'aux annees 
20, tres nettement un profil de psychopathologie. Binet n 'a pas investi la 
Societe de Psychologie, il est de plus en plus engage dans des questions 
sociales d'education. II a cree, avec F. Buisson, la Societe libre pour 
l'etude psychologique de l'enfant, qui cree aussi son bulletin. 

Le Journal va, bien entendu, presenter beaucoup d'analyses 
bibliographiques, sur la base d'un autre reseau plus latin. Le Journal 
parait aussi six fois par an, il a aussi au minimum 600 pages. Ses compte­
rendus sont organises exactement sur le modele de l'index international et 
l"Annee, a ceci pres que psychologie pathologique s'oppose a 
psychologie normale qui contient toutes les rubriques de l'index, et que 
psychologie pathologique, a eile seule, se veut aussi importante que toute 
la psychologie normale. La psychopathologie a donc enfin sa revue en 
lien avec la psychologie nouvelle. 

Atteint d'une tumeur cerebrale, Binet meurt brutalement en 191 l. 
L' Annee est publiee en 1912 par Simon et Larguiers des Bancels, sans 
aucune analyse bibliographique. Pour la reprise du labo et de l'Annee, !es 
collaborateurs de Binet (Les Drs Simon et Philippe), soutenus par Ribot, 
postulent, ainsi que d'un cote Janet, professeur au College de France sur 
la chaire de Ribot, qui tient a maintenir le lien entre la chaire et le labo, et 
Toulouse de l'autre qui propose la fusion de son labo de psychologie 
experimentale de Villejuif ( EPHE 1901) et de prendre Pieron qui y 
travaille et y occupe des fonctions editoriales, comme directeur adjoint. 
L. Liard alors recteur, grand instituant de la psychologie depuis la fin du 
l 9eme, s'oppose a la fusion proposee par Toulouse, et a l'orientation trop 
exclusivement pathologique de Janet. Pieron soutenu par Gley, professeur 
de physiologie a la Sorbonne, est elu ; il a 31 ans, a deja deploye une 
enorme energie au sein de plusieurs societes savantes, philosophe, il vient 
de soutenir une these de sciences naturelles. 

Le premier numero de Pieron renoue avec l 'experience des 
pionniers. Quasiment tout seul, il assure 3 des memoires originaux avec 
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ses etudiants EPHE; il ecrit 2 des revues, et presque toutes !es 600 
analyses bibliographiques. Ce travail de titan, il va le poursuivre comme 
Binet, tres longtemps avec des moyens derisoires. 

La guerre 1914-1918 va changer la donne au sein de ce duo, 
Annee- Journal oll !es deux partenaires avaient a se definir l' un par 
rapport a l'autre. Une grande quantite de psychologues meurent au cours 
de cette periode. Le secretaire de redaction du Journal, eleve de Dumas, 
meurt a la guerre. C'est lgnace Meyerson qui est choisi pour le 
remplacer. Meyerson,etranger, n 'est pas officiellement medecin, 
philosophe, il a aussi fait des etudes et des travaux de physiologie. H sera 
toute sa vie, tres proche des philosophes psychologues de la Sorbonne et 
de toute la dynamique des sciences sociales d'alors. II va avoir un poste 
au labo de Pieron Oll il deviendra sous directeur. Bien qu'il soit 
polyglotte, enorme lecteur et organisateur pour le Journal et la Societe de 
psychologie, dont il est tout naturellement le secretaire, d'un enorme 
reseau national et international, il ne met pas en place d'analyses 
bibliographiques sur le modele du British Journal of Psychology (1905) 
organe de la societe anglaise de psychologie. Pieron, a ce moment. 
reintegre I 'Annee chez Alcan, qui publie de ce fait !es deux revues de 
psychologie; celles-ci ne peuvent donc qu'etre complementaires. 

Les analyses bibliographiques seront effectuees par la seule Annee. 
Elles vont constamment et de plus en plus occuper de place. Leur 
planification va petit a petit elaborer subtilement une articulation des 
interets frarn;ais et des interets de la Psychological Review Company. 
Les rubriques vont augmenter en nombre, mais de fa9on spectaculaire 
une, et non des moindres, va se retrecir comme une peau de chagrin. 
Pieron et Meyerson dirigent !es deux organes officiels et specifiques de la 
Psychologie fran9aise. A Ja Societe, comme dans ie Journal, la 
psychopathologie perd continuellement du terrain. 



365 

The spell of the equilibrium model ( 1870-1918): the 
case of Gerard Heymans (1857-1930). 

GERLOF VERWEY 

KUN, Dept. of Philosophy, Nijmegen, The Netherlands 

ABSTRACT 

European naturalistic immanentism around the turn of the 
century can be charted by distinguishing three natural scien­
tific discourses which transmitted the naturalistic view of 
man and his world (society) to the "cultural interdiscourse" 
(J. Link 1986) of the time: the discourses of (1) evolutionary 
(psycho)biology, (2) degeneration theory, and (3) quasi­
organicistic equilibrium thought ("naturalistic equilibrium 
monism"). 

It is argued that (1) Heymans' work belongs to the third 
type of scientific naturalism and as such is a beautiful 
testimony of the spell exercised by the equilibrium model; and 
that (2) situating his work more precisely on the spectrum of 
European naturalistic equilibrium monisms suggests the need 
for a change of perspective in Heymans-interpretation, such as 
to highlight his affinity to epistemological monism and the 
outspoken anti-romantic features of his work. Paradoxically, 
carrying through this correction in Heymans-interpretation 
helps to see that and how Heymans' thought in an indirect way 
reflected the soell of the monistic equilibrium model which in 
its metaphysical form originally belonged to the conceptual 
inventory of "romantic" organicism ("Naturphilosphie", ident­
ity philosophy). 
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case of Gerard Heymans (1857-1930) 
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Paris 1994, 

by G. Verwey, KUN/Dept. of Philosophy, Nijmegen, 

The Netherlands 

The decades around the turn of the century testify to an 

episodic flowering of naturalistic views about man and (his) 

world. The unparalleled valorisation of the natural sciences 

and the in tandem emerging varieties of so-called "scientific 

philosophy" (emiriocriticism [Avenarius, 

nent philosophy [Petzoldt, Schuppe, von 

Mach; Ziehen]; imma­

Schubert-Soldern, 

K,:ufmann, Rehmke]; inducti ve metaphysics [Lotze, Fechner, Ed. 

von Hartmann, Bergson, Heymans, Peirce, James] and so-called 

"Wissenschaftssynthese" [Mach, Wundt,, Spencer]), were matched 

by a keen interest in and a thoroughgoing reception of, the 

dogmatic naturalism of Spinoza, Marx, Nietzsche, and (somewhat 

later) Freud, which, because it was only in part chanelled by 

way of the academic circuit, could become a major factor in 

the establishment and spread of a truly European naturalistic 

immanentism around 1900 across the whole range of the cultural 

spectrum. 

European naturalistic immanentism around 1900 the 

cradle of all later "naturalistic" attempts at liquidating the 

authoritarian-paternalistic complex of (post)theological/phi­

losophical traditionalism (in the fields of theology, epis-
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temology/philosophy of science, philosophical anthropology, 

social and political philosophy, ethics and philosophy of law) 

can, conceptually speaking, be charted by distinguishirig 

three natural scientific discourses which transmitted the 

naturalistic view of man and his world (society) to the "cul­

tural inter-discourse" (J. Link 1986) of the time: the dis­

courses of (1) evolutionary (psycho)biology (Spencer, Darwin, 

and especially Lamarckism), {2) degeneration theory (especial­

ly in France: Morel, Moreau de Tours, Magnan), and (3) the 

discourse of quasi-organicistic equilibrium thought. 

Taken together they mediated a threefold attack of scien­

tific naturalism against the bulwark of tradition and tradi­

tionalism, deploying the naturalistic offensive along the 

lines of biologism, psychologism, sociologism. -Each of them 

lent support to (the expression of) a different type of world­

view ("ideology") and was, dependent on local circumstances 

and national needs and preferences, geared to different 

social-political programmes. Thus, evolutionary psychobiology 

with a dogmatic core of Lamarckistic heredity theory was 

important as theoretical basis of the eugenics movement (pri­

marily in America, but also in Europe) and as the 

underpinnings of reform proposals in the sphere of the admin­

istration of law and the dealing with so-called born criminals 

inspired by the criminal anthropology of Lombroso (especially 

in Europe). Exclusively European, so it seems, was the tragic 

vitalistic naturalism characteristic of fin de siecle France 

and Austria, which was supported by degenerationism cum 

hereditarianism, and fueled social and political debate in the 
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context of international comparison in 

("racial") superiority/inferiority. And the 

terms of national 

third view, which 

for want of a better designation, I will describe as natural­

istic equilibrium monism and which found conceptual support in 

physics (thermodynamics, energetics), neoclassical economics 

("equilibrium analysis"), psychophysics and the science of 

work (A. Rabinbach 1990), buttressed the programmes of social 

Helmholtzianism and social energeticism. 

The point I want to make in this paper is twofold: (1) 

that Heymans' work belongs to the third type of scientific 

naturalism (or "psychologism") and as such is a beautiful 

testimony of the spell exercised by the equilibrium model; and 

(2) that situating his work more precisely on the spectrum of 

European naturalistic equilibrium monisms of the time suggests 

the need of a change of the older, but still current perspec­

tive in Heymans-interpretation, which, on the basis of a 

superficial resemblance of Heymans_' "psychic monism" ( or 

psychomonism) with irrationalistic varieties of (non- or 

rather anti-scientific) 

1900, subsumed both under 

naturalistic monisms popular around 

(cf. G.J.P.J. Bolland, the 

the category of "(neo)romaticism" 

Neohegelian Leyden philosopher, 

whose implacable criticism of Heymans, a.o. in his "Schelling, 

Hegel, Fechner en een nieuwere theosophie" may be largely 

responsible for this interpretation, and J.J. Poortmann, also 

a Leyden philosopher, who, building on Heymans, developed a 

philosophy of his own which intended to provide the philo­

sophical underpinnings of theosophy. More recently: I. Bulhof 

1983). Whoever takes the trouble of thinking through the 
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implications of Heymans' commitment to the programme of 

"scientific philosophy", follows up the connection of Heymans 

with thinkers of similar persuasion (epistemological monism in 

empiriocriticism and philosophy of immanence), and takes due 

notice of his works in the field of epistemology and philos­

ophy of science (including his first dissertation of 1880, 

never mentioned in this connection, but in fact a philosophy 

of science study related to political economy), will appreci­

ate my contention, that Heymans suffered a fate, remarkably 

similar to that of Fechner, whose philosophy around 1900 

became prototypical for an anti-scientific "Gefühlsphiloso-

phie" (cf. K. Lasswi tz 1904) , and 

the older Fechner, and Mach in 

should be placed, alongside 

the earliest history of the 

scientific naturalism which bridges German "Naturphilosophie" 

and the "scientific world-view" of the Logical Positivism of 

the Wiener Kreis (cf. M. Heidelberger 1993, who convincingly 

argued this point with respect to Fechner). 

Paradoxically, highlighting Heymans' affinity to 

epistemological monism and the consequent stress on the ratio­

nalistic-scientific; outspoken anti-romantic features of his 

scientific-philosophical orientation prepares the way for 

showing that, and how, his thought, in an indirect way, 

reflected the spell of the monistic equilibrium model which in 

its metaphysical form originally belonged to the conceptual 

inventory of "romantic" organicism ("Naturphilosophie", ident­

ity philosophy), next was "naturalised" in post-romantic 

organi;scism (Fechner's "principle of stability") and eventual­

achieved prominence by way of thermodynamics (Boltzmann 
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1886, Stallo 1901) and conceptually related disciplines such 

as psychophysics and neo-classical economics, in epistemo­

logical monism (Avenarius: "Prinzip der Beharrung"; Mach: 

"Prinzip der Kontinuität"; and especially J. Petzoldt 1904 • 

To which may be added Heymans' 1921 study "Über die Anwendbar­

keit des Energiebegriffes in der Psychologie"). 
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1 :1 IJ I t'.ll I·'. 1 lill'i 1·:I .J/Ol'l•:AN .!\ NNUA 1. CO!lli.-~:Jll::Nt!J•: 
PMIIH, st,:l"l',7'rll, - t:l'NI 19!11 

AHS'l'ltAC'I' 

'1'111-' !il•'\Jl,,\1,(HlY OF 'l'IJJ,: CONC~:l''J' <W l'OldlJCAL BlmAVJOUlt; 
.t:IIMl!\M \o,/11,1,1\S ANU T!U,: STUOY m: l'OU'l'ICS IN HR11'AIN, 

·----------------------------------~---~··---------------
'l'h<' v<>ry irl""' thut you co11Jd 1ü11dy how ,,,..,,pJi, h(!havr.d 
,:,,>.1 i t. i ,,,. 1 1:;, find <mt why p"opJ" d i d 11,, :. vo 1,,., or- who VC'li,od for 
whi r-h p11rty 11nd f<'1r whnt. reaaons, 01· how t.he s.,.n,~t,., Of'"l''Al.nd J11 
r·r-.l 111. i on t.u 1.ha t'.011f.lr1H11<, btwnm<: a 1<oc: i III pKyc:hoJ o..iica.l r,1111c,arc:h 
iss11r- in Am,•rici, i,nd not a hiRtoriyal ,nie l )!J•Jt.ain 1·cl.icd un 
M1i'11.J,111d, 11igiiii., Cof„J, WalJ11s was 1.1. ).>nr·t.icip11n1 in l.hc c•rE?nt.io11 
nf 11 '"'"' mo<l<>rni>un whit:h c<J11tributt'd t.o lt"' 1<r·t.ic:ull\t.io11 nf n new 
lilwral:i!-lm l'or Am1•ric1t followinl( t.he l'in1t. Wu.rld W1lr lllarold 
1,><><k i i s ,,not.twr fi~u,,.,). Tlie eomr,Jcx map oJ' Pol i l.iu11I lfoiencc 
"~ 11 Soci11·1 Science needs t,o br. undtH·Ht.<,od aR 1t 1iyn11mic: 
,,,..,,,.,·.pt.11>1 l ><nd .i r11-1l.:i t11tional rcJ/11".ic>nt<h i r, bt•t.wot•n thc !<l.11dy ol' 
1w 1 , 1 i ct1 1rnd l.h,. ,,.,1,1,,arch of ttoci 11:I J>i<ydm.loio· in t.h ... <"ont.r'<t. of 
11 l'l'<·-W111· >1c>c:i,•ty (1900-1914), A1:1 11 histu1•·ic.:11l 1•oin!. l.hf' 
l'f' 1111 i ont,thj p h,• f.wi,c-r1 po 1 i ti CR end soc:- i nJ pRyc:hol <>A':V :in the t,<H'lftH 
„f' Ihr• prrlnl{ol{y ol' pollt.lc:s in llrlt.nill, w,u1 uot. c,11,,.irlcrr,d 
·''l'i'l'C•priRlt, (•01111ml.trnl. 1t)Yf.11'"llti.eeshir, or pnwl.ic1• 1'01· t.ho 
d i ,..,. i pl in<' (Kulm) un1.i I t.hi. 1 "t." 1 !l60s. · 
~fy pr.-,,w11I. tlispo1<itlnn Js t.n coni;i,l<,r 1.hE-> <•v,>111t.\v11 ur llw 
corwc-pl. ol' po!it.icnl IH•hAvtnur in ß!'il,nin in Ua• t·nn1.•~'<t. uf' lht> 
F11hi11n S.:icioty 1111d Um wr·"it,:illlt!I of W11.!Jn" Prior l.v t.l,E, inl.cr•war 
p,•r·iod lt1 llrit.lsh $O<'iC"1".y, 'rlw c-onc,;,pt c>f 1~olit.ic11I hd111vio111• Ül 
t.t,;,.. ,.,,.., .. .i.;, dir(,ct.l:v ""S<>t:inl.<ed in Hritain wi u, "oci:11 'lttm 11ml 
1.h,• 11<"'-"d for n o;o(:i1tl iKL n,ovt-,ml'>nt. to r:onl.n'41 t.h1• old Whii! mui 
Tory i11•ip (Hl th(• soC'ittl pi.yt:f,,. "1' 1,hf.' n11tion. Tlii>< ;,.. ,.,,..o 1111 

1•xn1111•l1tr of II afi.it·mnt:.ivc• ,wd c·rit.j,·:il · mot1,,r11i,:111 wl1<·•1·t, th<:­
f'<'H1>111<ru:t• of' 1wi„ni.ific knowlf'flt.W :it WM< lu-•.lif'\'('d """'d ,•c,lm Anrl 
r,,·11111hl,• llw p111rhlf' hal li. or UH· est11bJ i1<hmcr,t.. Wnl ,,.,. ii. 1\ key 
t'i!(ur,• i11 1,h<' liistory of. Br.il.ish l'oliticAI l'.ieicn,·" und an 
imp,11·t11nt ><11h,j,,ct. ror J'E'!lt>l'lrch si1w<' hc, or,1•1·1tt.P<I w;t.hi 11 1.,ht• 
t:ont.,,xl.H of t.hc, iu,nrtl'!m,v, µ .. d1>1.(1>1tY end J>O.lif..ic:id ,.wl.ivislll, 
'l'lw conc,lus.ions. "f' J •. lu, pllpt•r· ,.,nd" .it,:;C"lf' t,c, di:<1•1unlion ori t.hc 

'hi,<1u1·y ,>f the ttocinJ i.cir.nc· .. i. lr1 t.erm1< nf; 

L'rlw fluirlity nncl d;vnamit· ot' di,,wip.l innry bour,d1u·i1•:- (l'olitici;; 
11n,1 S,u, i 11] l'Ryc-1,o.l Ol(Y,. 

2.·r1,,, ,,voJntiori or ll<'ll""'"'°'' of 1.t11• conc:.c,pl. ol' 1'11·1 itic11l 
})\ll\,haviour i11 t.lw <:~mt.,,xt nf fi~t,d ,,Ji,-a,ii,1 in1t.ry idio1111-1 in hi.Kl,or•y 

·. -ntuf ph i t ,n:u 11h y • 
(l,'i'.hC" int,,r,·0,11,,.,·1 'Ions bf'twc,c,n l.hc- ~\.11dy ol' pnl i I io:·i< llrt<I 
.. o,· ; 01 <>l.(:v • 
4. C:oric1•1•lt1F.d fol'm111".i<>ns in polil.l<,:d Sc:'icnc<· ,.,,1111t,ct.l11i,t 
·}>OJJl.ir.111 <'<111,·MI iu11, rasenrch 1111d 11cl.io:i, 

Al.co1,M vo1 :·r 
>l"l'lll.(lJIAH TR.EN'I' IJN.IV~:H.sl'J'\' 
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,\ t.,ENEALOOY OF 'l'HB C:O~CEPT OF ?ULIT,t.:AL BEHAVJOUR 
TII ~; PAl'J.:R 'l'IGERS : !NTELLECTUAL LIBERAL-SOCIALIS'l'S IN lllUTAIN 

i Ma1colm Vout liiottingham Trent U niversity ! 

Wiill,is: T he Ha.dic„I GenerR.list - ln An Era of Modernisation 1111d Modernit.y and 

Lhc, c,llturn of th" ~peciuli1.1t 

HE!fni·m, refoi•m and more l'eform on hea1th, educntion, w,,rkin" conditions was 

t.he committed ba.ttle hymn or psalm for the liberal-soci11list. inl.tlllectuals of 

Walla.s' persuusion. The aim of political education was to provide guideline, tor 

11 new social administrative consciousness 11,nd practice, !n a senso the n­

politicttl science advocated by Wallas was in fact. 11 stud),' of social 

ur.lministration with II philosophy of method promotin!( the importance of aocial 

\;nderstandinl!: Wallas, involves uncoverlnl{ the backl.(round of intellectual 

aocialism in Britain suited to a liberal- <!van1.1elical programme for chanae 

thro\11(h -:?ducational reform. !n the first half of this contury intellectuals were 

anxious about. the !'!Ver present forces of a centralistl'd modern stute ·and a 

cn;,itali:;L environment, 'rhe social o.nd cultu:ral pre11surcs r.reated thoul(h t.hia 

condition of modernisation c:ould result ln social disorder, The radical 

g,ineralists were concerncd that the aociul psyche would b<1 unable to cope 

wit.hout new theoriee of soci1i.l orgariiaation backed by practicr1J chan"es In 

,;Late cducation and administration, What iR required are new icuidelines ror 

political conduct. or behaviour. 

1 n ~his instance the )(enealo,qy of t.he conc:ept ,,r po1itlc11l bt1bavio1.1r iv 

connecu,d to devclo111mmta in the stud:, of r.o<:ial oi•,11;aniS11.t,lnn :md i,QCilll 

psychology. Ma1·x of courae w1.1s avaüable bul his positio11 was 1•1wolutiona;-1· 

and deterininistit: anct dealt with oconomic rather t.han i::ultural 1•adicttli1i11, 

In Jib„ral ·int.elloctuals circles there w1t11 a sear•ch for a social ,;;vnthesis, 

l!<altt>linn moment, where the disJ!11st 1md fear of 'I'he areat lnd11st1·.i· and it•:c 

inh,:mariity, c:01,ld bo c:onta.ined. 

The ,search was for new intollectual 1:1nd orl(anisational a!lendas which. c:c>,~f 



,,r·Ur11lale e.nd ::ibov,; ,lll DlACiNOSF, the problems of st>cial. oi·~anisation rn a 

l1u·J.:,; moocrn atate, 

1 think Lhat <1 slal'tin1s point for any gcnealoi:iy of the socinl sciencc,:; beiins 

with ,1 19th, centurv moderni!,m that releases !I consciou1<ness in i,;eai·ch for a 

new Apistcinolo,ty, a social epistemololitY thal r.ouJd address und articulo.te 

cöncc•rns over mass production and tnass culture. The intellectual r<'!sponses 

werc diverse with respect to this univer,sal, economic and ,iultura! 

cnvil'onmcntal change - the rise of industrial capitalism. Where the pace of 

,:hanlite is rapid, guesticns are raised by intellectuals on the capacity or 

ability of membcrs of soclety to accommodate, cope with the environment. It 

was a question of' ihe relationship between the individual and the economy and 

how t.he individual would adapt, evolve, in the face of this capitulist maehlne 

r,f industrial pro~ress. lt certainly did cor.cern Baatricc 1tnd Sidney Webb -

i.he hst of contributors is titanic, Mass f'roduction, creat;ng Mas::i Society and 

Culture presented riddles for new 20th, cer.tury · llberal rrnd sociallst 

intellectuals, Darwin ( Malthus) was available but so wer" Le ßon, Pareto, 

Michels and other~ who insinuated that a rationaiist, enlii,ihtenment view of 

democracy was . an illusion, a bogus, simulated view of human natu1•e and 

reason, The enli~htenment as a fraudule~t and itiP.uthentic 'symbol' Wl'\S !Aken 

up lat{,r by Ado1•no and Horkheimer in the Dialeci.ic of the B111ightenment. This 

inte!lect.ual conundrum which results in conjecture and oft.en bt·oad i•hetorical 

sweeps on the nature of mass industrial society, is described by lfollas in the 

following terms: 

Whei·e economists have used the term The Great lndustr,l' for ehe sptJCis/ 

'~•IPE>ct öi' this chsn!!e which is dealt with o.Y thefr scienco, 1md sociologists 

1na,1, ,:onvenicntl,v c,ill the i;•hole result the Great $ociet,v,(W,~Jl1M, 1914:3,ff,) 

.ßc\lt t.he whole result., is exactly what intellectual liberal-soc:ialist.s llke Wall&s 

'fWei•c q uestionin,i;. Christopher Harvü~ in The Light:;; of l,iber.1/ism 11976: 2101 

~9mlnents that Perry Anderson's 'Components of the National Culture' 
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;Ande1•son,1:16!): i.'1.9-2):!8) is v/\lid comment.1.1.ry in tho c1.1.sc of uniwiri..il .. Y libe1·als 

in the late l !lth,c,)ntUl':V since they ignored soc:oioi;tical traditions 'W hich could 

hiwr nrov1ded 'ccntres <>f !nquiry into thH nature of modern socit,ty a.nd its 

c11ltllru„l'hat Lllsk was left t.,i foreil;l'n scholars - Ost1·ogorski, Lowell, Halevy, 

~1nntoux - rmd the uther 1.ra.ditions of educa.tion within Uritain - Charies Booth, 

the \vebbs, ,ll'aha.m Walla$ 1.rnd Patrick Geddes' l Harvie, 1976,p,2]0, ), 

The parochialism of "'ocial science scholarship in Britain c,un in part be 

urufon,tood hy 1.he intollectual vice that university liberalism rnther than 

,;oc.ialist-libernls operated since the iate 19th, centur:v. A dosire to coalesce, 

confodernte with t.he landed aristocracy a.nd its structures 1•athel' than 

mdicall~· l'\,fot·m socicty, 

Wallas' ,'lspiration to construct a study of politics through sociolol(ical 

categories has echoes in the struggles of political educntors like Finer, 

Mackenzie, Moodie in nl50s Britain who also attempted to injcct a socioloi;cica.1 

dimcnsion into the study of politics, It was a challenge in 1900 and in post­

Wl\r Rt·it,lin, 

Tht> 8ociolo((ica! dim,rnsion for intellectuals includin,i liberal-socialists in the 

iate 19th. r.:,rntury, einbraces a consideration of biological issues, relatinll 

human natul'•~ to the environment and biological inheritance Darwin, 

::;perwcr). ln politics Ha11ehot, in psycholol(y Tarde, in S(>ciology Spencer, 

cot111ider1ttion Wl\!'I .iivP.n to the view that once the new generation had adapted 

itsclf to the new industrial environmcnt, achievP.d through habit and imitation, 

it would be handed down to following generaticns. Darwin of ,,.1ur$e 

"disl1e/ic1ved in the doctri/le of the p1i1·posive adaplation to 

eni·fronmerit : he /)eifoved in acciclenLal ,·1;1.riations, and hold that 

llCCidenl.8/ V,'lrfations which s1.1i/.f•d r.nvironment were perpetuated 

b,v in/Jer1tanc·e, u!ti111nte/y bP.cause t.hfl,V 1'flt'" Uw J'il.t.ost f'm· t!iat 

·'nvil'onm„nt. h,,t immedfallll.V !:,r.cause 1:hey wen• ine1ritsbl,v 
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',,,d:d ,·t1tt'.lf/i<! !-, ... ;::i111<.· ,·,vernight a qw,st\on ot educnting hoth l.hr, ~overning 

clt.lss rmd tho lower <:lasseR towards 11 highe1· >1<.:r:inl mornlit.i,, ., 11(>1·:d ~, ... m:.• <>f 

:;,o!:tk:il <:ond~1ct !Po!ilico.l rl0;,h1wiom·l, Wallas ,.,,~,., t.h,~ !i::rm s<Kial ,,,. µolitical 

conduct r,.,,th"'r t.hmi politkal b«hnv:<:>•n·, 

The i.enealogy nf thP- ,-<>nc,•pl ,.,r ~,ditic::il h.-.h.-i,·:m.11• 'ms its ~-ncestry in this 

1a1•;:11n;r•t:t. 1,.1:ii::, ad,·::r.n·s the c,n.o ror $tlldies ir: ?he machinery throuah which 

a colle<:ti\'f: wm i,; 11staLlit1hcu und enforced, 

The ,·ontin11<"ri gro1.-th of Collectivism depends on the continued 

offidt•ricy and accepta.bility ot the machinery by which the 

,:ollef'tive will is ascertained and enlorced (Wal]as 1914: 316J 

r~ollcctivism depends on an active political consciousness wh!ch needs to be 

supportod though nn efticient organisation or vot.ins, Politica.l behaviour needs 

to bo monitored and organised in order to en::ourago arid capture the working 

class vote, In Wallas' terms to create a Will-Organisation, to study and 

n1·l!1tnis" !>Cl!t i,:,.11 hehuvio•tr, is essential l'or the contir:ued existence of 

Collectivism in the contt!xt of a maas society where people are easily led and 

manipulated. A dangeroua situatton ie alwaye on the horizon in a oountry 

where democracy co-exiata with areat social inequality, For Wallas, 

Individualism, Sociallsm, Syndioalism, are in themselves an inadequate basis for 

the Will-Organisation o...f the Great Society {Wallas 1914: 329-330), For the 

political eugenicists,. Mussolin! and others, the conundrum or riddle of social 

change was solved i'or the evolutmn of mass society, based on the crisis of 

international capital and culture creating a mass society, could open gates ot 

Propaganda on a ecale unthlnkable to previoua generations, A new generation, 

of political manipulators tn.1etained b)I' a belief that a mass society is the new 

form of c!vil sooiety, quickly realised the importance of controllin,g rather thmi 

understanding political behaviour, 

A genealogy of political behaviour, it seems to me, should consider the 19th, 

century environmental and bioloi(ical ontology that challenges enlightenment 



selected for sµrvival in the course of the struggJe for Jife." 

(Barker,1924, p.92/ 

Sociat Darwinism as a 'symbol' entering the western social psyche highlights 

images of a process of evolution, adaptation, imitation. Darwin, introject.ed into 

a modern social psyche becomes Social Darwinism. The social introjection of 

ima,;es or symbols of h\1man action are important in any consideration of the 

hietory and philosophy of the social sciences, This is the framework from 

which we can understand the human dynamics of culture ( Thompson 1984), The 

cultural representation of Darwin pictures human nature In terms of a 

response to the stimulus of the environment [Spencer, Bagehot, Te.rde] 

through Imitation, accident, but above a.11 perpetuated through inheritance, 

Though being acquainted with th!s symbolic discourse the problem still to be 

solved was how could e. democratic system of government and administration 

be encouraged and created in a mase society that w&s based on mass 

production and technological innova.tion. Wha.t practi<;,Ü m<la><ures were 

necessary to ensure that social and political consciousncss proceeded at the 

same velocity ae the new environr.ient of masa society and industrial 

ca.pitaliam. 

Perkln (1989,p,15ßl ..:ummeins on Social Da.rwinism in terms of the •,.xtcrnaliet' 

lnteri)retations of Benjamin Kidd and Karl Pearson (Pearson bcing (\ reference 

for ,.;a.Uas) who argued that individua.lil,m had failed the nation. 

A study of the anthropologica.l t1nd psycho1ogict1l dimensions of the human 

personality could support collectivist social reform, Wallas articulates the view 

thnl Colleetivist Scciulism had become the most \mpo1·t:mt poliU,·nl ,navement at 

t.hr-> ;•nd of t.h<> nineteenth ccntury, lt encapsnhtr,~ Lhe view the Grcv.L SocietY.c: 

-:'.ould emen!1~ by harncssing the itnmense wealth nnd productivc powPt' of thei 

rir,~nt Tndus\.r'Y in <.J~·di.?r t„ rrJd1Jc1~ increa$ing < .. <~ono11dc 'in~cprnlit,y. Th,~ 'true 

socialist' musL he superior to clruss interest (Shm,, Halla.s, Wc>bbs, ~f1mnheilll'1 

in oi-der to focu::i on the habits, dispo,;itions, of members of the 

' 



1rnd rationalist views on humim na.ture (u pra-Freudian challtmgel. Attention 

to psycholoi;tical perspoctives, in terms of their ancestry anct translation into 

pc>litk1:il ~cience texts is an important l'esource for a genealo-tr of the concept, 

of political behaviour. The concepts uf social psycholoii;y an<l social 

organisation translated into a study of politics certainly fllellcd the work of 

Wallas, 

W~llas comments in a post- Darwin context !;hat 

The bioJogitsts of our time have forced us to res.Jüse that such 

"acquired characteristics" are not inherited, (Wallas,l9J4,p.8) 

To the sober and evangelical iiberal/eocialist reformer-s in ßritain likc, Wallas, 

understanding social change involved outlining a new post-utilitar·ian J.)()litics; 

a new post-darwinian social psychology; a new social logic in tune with images 

of a humane communit.y for social progress; as a suitable conceptual foundation 

for the new organisation of The Gres.t Societ;v, The impulse to question the 

rnerc:antile beliefe in boundless enterpriee, technolo~ic11i ,;nd scientific 

progress, is rooted in Wallas' scepticism of Bentham's psychology grounded on 

the intellectualist assumption that 

"1111 human action was the consciou.s ,sea1·cb for •.hP. mefl.ns of 

attainintl some "end" or "good" othez· tban the sction itself" 

(Walla.s,1914,p, l0Q-1 / 

Wallas objected to the hedomsm ,,mct rat1onaiism of Bentham that humanity 

c:ould be llnderstood through a monist social logic of pleasure nnd pain, 

struggle for Wallas to <lvercome thc main civic and 

r.>hilosophical tract of the nineteenth century, to libe1·ate thc intclk:ct from a 

'j·ßenthamite persuasion, yet Wall&.e was determined to dispossess the intellectual 

,i,,roperty of what we now cs.11 conservative llibersl) ra.tionalist, enterprise 

cuJtuz•e, Wallas is an appropi•iate staring point in uneovering th<' ancestry of 

' t.he concept of political behaviour. He ttttemp~ed to link nakcd sociological 

social psychology io an investigation uf 1.he prot>li;,lllS of 



organisin,;: and harnessin,;i politicai consciousness in the context of twentieth 

century mas!; society and intel'national capita.lism. 

l suspect that t !Je i;enealogy or ancestry of rcsearch on political bchaviour 

ha.s its roots in e. belief that the modernisation of the machinery of 

represenl.a.t.ive government needs to keep in line with the modernisa.tion of the 

economy. In 1915 Wa.lla.s comments " Perhaps the most urgent need of our time 

is an adequate social psychology .. ,that attends to the psychological condition 

of national and international feeling a.nd action," (Wsllss Hfbbet"t ,Journal 1915: 

224-.'5). It is the lrnsiness of social psychology to set in motion a delica.te 

procP.ss of analysis that ca.n delineate an understanding of propagandist 

commitLees, local political associations and professional organisations. What is 

crucial for Wallas is a consideration cf issues surrounding the organisation of 

a democ1·atic co!lectivist social eonsciousness - a ethical a.nd workable social 

ps", ~he that citn operate in the context of democracy and capitaliam. Thia aim 

reflects t.he intellectual constttuency of early twent!eth century Western 

Political Science, and th<l focus it g!ves to the machinery of politi.cal life - the 

study of politic.al behaviour. 

Themes ••or Discusaaion 

The translation of soc!e.J psychological discourse and conceptual fromations into 

the study of politics o.s u hasis for identifying the study elf po1itics 1.1.S 

political sclence. 

Aseeament of the rroblema of ernploying a genealogical a.nalysia in the study 

cf the histol'Y cf the socin.l sciences. 
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Paper for the 13th annual conference of Cheiron Europe 

Topic 6: Psychoanalysis and academic Psychology. A history of mutual influences. 

Bruno Waldvogel 

Psychoanalysis and Gestalt psychology 

Psychoanalysis and Gestalt Psychology are related in many ways, a fact that has re­

ceived only little attention up to now. Common influences on the development of 

Psychoanalysis and Gestalt Psychology came from the Helmholtz school, G. T. Fech­

ner, F. Brentano and E. Mach. The founders of both disciplines, Sigmund Freud and 

Christian von Ehrenfels, had been friends for many years. However, since this relati­

onship mainly developed due to Ehrenfels' interest in sexual-reform and not his Ge­

stalt theory, the fact that this relationship was dicontinued by the Gestalt psycholo­

gists of the Berlin school (Köhler, Koffka, Wertheimer) did not imply a total break-up. 

Wertheimer himself, however, was reluctant to accept psychoanalysis, even though 

.there had been many points of correspondence between him and Freud, which some 

.\of his disciples tried to impress him, in vain. Some of the colleagues and disciples of 

Wertheimer (K. Goldstein, K. Lewin, E. Levy, S.H. Foulkes) as weil as some students 

Freud (1. Herrmann, S. Bernfeld) founded a scarcely noticed but remarkable mutual 

tationship between psychoanalysis and Gestalt psychology which remains until 

t:V, 

Bruno Waldvogel 

für Psychotherapie und Psychosomatik 

hiatrische Klinik der Universität 

· aumstraße 7 

336 München 

Qn {49) 89 5160 3358 

{49) 89 5160 3930 
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Psychoanalyse und Gestaltpsychologie 

Zwischen Psychoanalyse und Gestaltpsychologie bestehen zahlreiche sowohl histori­

sche als auch theoretische Beziehungen, die jedoch wenig bekannt sind und auch 

von beiden Schulen bisher wenig beachtet wurden. Gemeinsame Wurzeln lassen sich 

in der Helmholtz-Schule und in den Lehren von G.Th. Fechner und F. Brentano auf­

zeigen. Ein gemeinsamer Einfluß ging auch von E. Mach aus. Diese gemeinsamen Ein­

flüsse auf Psychoanalyse und Gestaltpsychologie vermittelten sich primär über die 

Gründer der beiden Schulen, Sigmund Freud und Christian von Ehrenfels. 

Sigmund Freud und Christian von Ehrenfels studierten beide bei Brentano in Wien 

und machten Wien auch zum gemeinsamen Geburtsort beider Schulen. Zwischen 

ihnen entwickelte sich ab 1903 eine persönliche Freundschaft, die in einem 

offenherzigen Briefwechsel dokumentiert ist. Da die Gestaltlehre in der Freundschaft 

zwischen Freud und Ehrenfels offenbar jedoch kein Thema war, ist ·es auch nicht 

unbedingt verwunderlich, daß diese frühe Verbindung zwischen den Gründern der 

beiden Schulen zunächst keine Fortsetzung erfuhr. 

Im Anschluß an von Ehrenfels konzentriere ich mich auf die Berliner Schule der Ge­

staltpsychologie. Deren Begründer Max Wertheimer studierte bei Ehrenfels in Prag 

und nahm im Gegensatz zu diesem der Psychoanalyse gegenüber eine für ihn unge0 

wöhnlich heftige und unaufgeschlossene Haltung ein. Obwohl er selbst in seiner Dis­

sertation mit einem Wortassoziationsverfahren eine Methode entwickelte, die der 

freien Assoziation in der Psychoanalyse nahekommt, warf er der Psychoanalyse ge­

rade auch wegen dieser Methode ein bruchstückartiges Menschenbild vor. 

Unter Max Wertheimers Kollegen und Schülern aus dem Kreis der Berliner Schule 

ren allerdings nicht wenige, die die Psychoanalyse anders beurteilten und sich ihr 

mehr oder weniger öffneten. Kurt Koffka und Kurt Goldstein rezipierten die Psycho~ 
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analyse deutlich wohlwollend. Kurt Goldstein trug sogar mit zum Aufbau des psycho­

analytischen Instituts in Frankfurt bei. 

Kurt Lewin war unter den bekannteren Gestaltpsychologen am stärksten an der Psy­

choanalyse interessiert, durch sie beeinflußt und hat umgekehrt auch am stärksten in 

diese hineingewirkt. So war er u.a. auch mit Rene Spitz befreundet, wie auch an den 

von ihm ab 1933 jährlich organisierten Treffen seiner sogenannten » Topology Group« 

häufig Erik H. Erikson teilnahm. 1937 begann Lewin mit seinen gruppendynamischen 

Experimentalstudien, die vor allem von der gruppenanalytischen Schule von S.H. 

Foulkes anerkennend rezipiert wurden. S.H. Foulkes war ein Schüler Goldsteins, der 

über diesen Wertheimer und die Gestaltpsychologie kennenlernte. Nach seiner psy­

choanalytischen Ausbildung in Wien und einer kurzen Tätigkeit am Frankfurter Psy­

choanalytischen Institut mußte er nach London emigrieren, wo er wenig später die 

Methode der Gruppenanalyse entwickelte. Zentrale theoretische Konzepte dieser Me­

thode leitete er aus den ganzheitlichen Auffassungen der Gestaltpsychologie ab. 

Am Frankfurter Psychoanalytischen Institut nahmen in den Jahren 1929 - 1932 meh­

rere Schüler und Assistenten Wertheimers an Seminaren teil. Wolfgang Hochheimer 

wurde später selbst wie Foulkes ein bedeutender und prominenter Psychoanalytiker. 

In seiner wichtigsten theoretischen Arbeit unternahm er eine gestalttheoretische 

Untersuchung der psychoanaJytischen Methode, die aktuelle psychoanalytische Auf­

fassungen insbesondere zur Behandlungstechnik vorwegnahm. Erwin Levy und Erika 

Oppenheimer-Fromm versuchten Wertheimer noch in Frankfurt und später in den 

USA davon zu überzeugen, daß zwischen Psychoanalyse und Gestaltpsychologie be­

trächtliche Gemeinsamkeiten bestünden. Wie Erika Oppenheimer-Fromm berichtete, 

cwollte Wertheimer davon jedoch nichts hören. 

>Auch über Max Horkheimer war es damals an der Frankfurter Universität zu Verbin-
;:_: 

dungen Psychoanalyse und Gestaltpsychologie gekommen. Max Horkheimer verwen-
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dete sich 1928 für die Berufung Wertheimers an die Frankfurter Universität und er­

möglichte nahezu gleichzeitig die Gründung des Frankfurter Psychoanalytischen Insti­

tuts im Institut für Sozialforschung. Er pflegte zu beiden Seiten enge wissenschaftli­

che und freundschaftliche Beziehungen. Auch im Wirken und Leben weiterer promi­

nenter Intellektueller, die weder der einen noch der anderen Schule direkt angehör­

ten, trafen Psychoanalyse und Gestaltpsychologie zusammen: Eng mit Max Werthei­

mer befreundet war auch Albert Einstein. Dieser stand gleichzeitig in Kontakt mit 

Sigmund Freud, mit dem er u.a. den berühmten Briefwechsel über die Frage Warum 

Krieg? führte. Jean Piaget kam als junger Wissenschaftler zu Auffassungen, die ihn, 

wie er später bekannte, zum Gestaltpsychologen gemacht hätten, wenn er die Arbei­

ten Wertheimers und Köhlers damals schon gekannt hätte. Gleichzeitig machte er 

eine psychoanalytische Ausbildung und wurde 1920 Mitglied der Schweizer Gesell­

schaft für Psychoanalyse. Schließlich ging er dann seinen ganz eigenen Weg, auf 

dem er jedoch seine frühen Verbindungen zu Psychoanalyse und Gestaltpsychologie 

in gleicher Weise aufrecht hielt. 

In der psychoanalytischen Diskussion wurde die Gestaltpsychologie erstmals 1922 

systematisch berücksichtigt. lmre Herman hielt auf dem damaligen Internationalen 

Kongreß für Psychoanalyse in Berlin einen Vortrag über Die Neue Berliner Schule und 

die Psychoanalyse. 1925 und 1927 rezensierte er in der Imago zwei wichtige Arbei­

ten Wertheimers. Einen systematischen und umfassenden Vergleich zwischen der 

Gestaltpsychologie und der Psychoanalyse legte 1934 erstmals Siegfried Bernfeld in 

der Imago vor. Er hatte. während seines Aufenthaltes in Berlin Kontakt zur dortigen 

Berliner Schule aufgenommen und sich im Sommersemester 1932 an den Dis­

kussionsabenden einer Arbeitsgemeinschaft von Psychoanalytikern und Gestaltpsy­

chologen beteiligt. Bernfeld äußerte sich in seinem Aufsatz Die Gestalttheorie in 

Übereinstimmung mit Hermann sehr anerkennend über die Berliner Schule der Ge­

staltpsychologie und arbeitete zahlreiche Gemeinsamkeiten zwischen dieser und der{ 

Psychoanalyse heraus. Gemeinsamkeiten sah er gegeben in der gestaltlich-ganzhei~if 
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chen Auffassung des psychischen Geschehens, dem dynamischen Verständnis des 

Erkenntnisprozesses, der Bedeutung der Gestaltwahrnehmung für die infantile Ent­

wicklung, der Verknüpfung affektiver und kognitiver Vorgänge im Konzept der We­

senseigenschaften und der theoretischen Verbindung psychischer und physischer 

Prozesse in psychophysiologischen Modellvorstellungen. Als unverwischbaren Unter­

schied stellte Bernfeld dagegen heraus, daß sich die Gestaltpsychologie nur auf das 

"Klare, Reine, Intellektuelle und Normgemäße" begrenze und deshalb nicht das 

"wirkliche, ganze Leben" erfasse. Insbesondere das Irrationale und Sexuelle würde 

die Gestaltpsychologie im Gegensatz zur Psychoanalyse ausklammern. 

JBernfeld~entrale Hypothese war, daß die für die Psychoanalyse wesentlichen psy­

chischen zusammenhänge nach Gestaltkriterien organisiert seien. Diese Auffassung 

wurde später von Rapaport ( 1 961) als Gestalt-Gesichtspunkt der psychoanalytischen 

Theorie bezeichnet. Bernfeld leitete diese Hypothese aus den Merkmalen des psycho­

analytischen Erkenntnisprozesses ab. Die innere Dynamik der Aufdeckung unbewuß­

ter Zusammenhänge verglich er mit der inneren Dynamik der Gestalterfassung, wie 

sie von der Gestaltpsychologie an Denkprozessen beschrieben wurde. Für das 

"Finden" de.r Lösung sei ein merkwürdiges "Einschnappen" oder "lneinanderkippen" 

· charakteristisch, das Wertheimer mit dem Bühlerschen Ausdruck 'Aha-Prozeß" ge­

C,kennzeichnet habe. Diese Kennzeichnung veranschauliche das "intensive Erlebnis, 

· 1/1/elches beim Zusammenschießen des diskret Nebeneinanderstehenden zu einem 

innganzen vor sich geht und das nun auf einmal die mehrdeutigen Stücke veran­

rt". Bernfeld sah darin ein wertvolles Beurteilungskriterium für Zusammenhangs-

;~tstell.ungen, das über eine induktive Logik hinausreiche und das sich für eine 

'Jssenschaftstheoretische Untersuchung der psychoanalytischen Erkenntnismethode 

ieten würde. 

estaltpsychologische Überlegungen zum psychoanalytischen Schlußbildungs- und 

;JJtungsprozeß bilden gleichsam den Faden, an dem sich die weitere Rezeption der 
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Gestaltpsychologie in der Psychoanalyse aufreiht. Devereux eitete in einer Arbeit aus 

dem Jahr 1951 aus der Gestaltpsychologie Kriterien ·· die Wahl des Zeitpunkts von 

Konfrontationen und Deutungen ab. Wie Bernfeld ging auch er davon aus, daß die 

von dem Analysanden vorgebrachten Materialelemente eine Gestalt bilden, die von 

einem sensiblen und aufmerksamen Analytiker allmählich erkannt werden. Aufgrund 

des von Lewin und Zeigarnik aufgezeigten Drangs zur Vollendung unabgeschlossener 

Aufgaben werden gerade diejenigen Konflikte immer wieder vorgebracht, die in der 

Vergangenheit nicht gelöst werden konnten und deswegen partiell ins Unbewußte 

abgedrängt wurden. Der Drang zur Schließung der Gestalt manifestiert sich häufig 

auch in Versuchen, den ungelösten Konflikt durch eine realitätsverzerrende Phantasie 

abzuschließen. Devereux bezeichnet diese meist unbewußten Phantasien als das 

»Schließungselement einer neurotischen Gestalt«. Sie werden meist irgendwann 

einmal mit der äußeren Realität in Konflikt treten oder auch als ich-fremd erlebt und 

drängen dann ebenfalls gestaltartig an die Oberfläche. Deutungen zielen auf die 

Aufdeckung der verdrängten Schließungselemente einer neurotischen Gestalt. Der 

Zeitpunkt für eine Deutung definiert nun Devereux dann als ideal, wenn das vom 

Analysanden produzierte Material eine eindeutige gestaltliche Prägnanz erreicht hat. 

Zuvor sollte sich der Analytiker auf Konfrontationen und Klarifikationen beschränken, 

die die noch "rudimentären Gestalten zur Entwicklung von Prägnanz stimulieren" soll­

ten. 

Rapaport leitete 1961 aus dem von ihm definierten Gestalt-Gesichtspunkt der psy­

choanalytischen Theorie die Empfehlung ab, jeden Aspekt des psychischen Ge­

schehens ebenso wie dessen zeitlichen und räumlichen Kontext als integrales Ganzes 

zu behandeln. 1 O Jahre später wurde diese Empfehlung durch Schumacher noch ver• 

feinert. Um die gestaltliche Konfigurationen des Analysanden erfassen und sprachlich\"" 

zusammenschließen zu können, stelle sich - so Schumacher - dem Psychoanalytiker 

die Aufgabe, sein eigenes Erlebnisfeld nach den Ordnungen und Zentrierungen des 

Patienten umzustrukturieren. Argelander übersetzte diese Empfehlungen 1979 in einli(: 
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von ihm als "Gestaltprinzip" bezeichnete Behandlungsregel: "Benutze alles Mitgeteilte 

zur Erkennung des unbewußten Themas. Dabei abwarten, bis die einzelnen Elemente 

in ihrer funktionalen Bedeutsamkeit aufeinander verweisen und sich daraus das un­

bewußte Thema als eine Gestalt abzeichnet, von der die einzelnen Elemente ihren 

Sinn erhalten." Dieser Behandlungsregel liegt eine zweiphasiges Modell des psycho­

analytischen Erkenntnisprozesses zugrunde, das Argelander aus den vorausgehenden 

Überlegungen Bernfelds und Schumachers entwickelte: Das unbewußte Thema des 

vom Analysanden vorgebrachten Materials formiert sich zunächst nach den Regeln 

der Gestaltkohärenz im kognitiven System des Psychoanalytikers. Erst wenn die ein­

zelnen Elemente durch ihre konfigurative Zusammengehörigkeit eine Gestalt erkennen 

lassen und damit das Thema bewußt oder vorbewußt im Psychoanalytiker Gestalt 

annnimmt, ist dieses in der zweiten Phase auch seiner Einfühlung und seinem 

logischen Denken zugänglich. 

Die von Argelander empfohlene abwartende Haltung folgt der von Freud für den Psy­

choanalytiker aufgestellten Grundregel der "gleichschwebenden Aufmerksamkeit". 

Diese Grundregel übersetzte Freud einmal wie folgt: "Wenn Sie mit der Analyse­

stunde beginnen, vergessen Sie alles, was Sie wissen, und tun Sie nur eines: so gut 

'wie möglich zuhören". Eine verblüffend ähnliche Empfehlung gab Wertheimer (1957) 

für die Lösung komplexer Probleme. Er empfahl, beim denkerischen Problemlösen 

'eher eine "selbstvergessene" als eine "angreifende" Haltung einzunehmen. In ihren 

eiligen Formulierungen produktiver Erkenntnisstrategien besteht die offenkundig­

te Übereinstimmung zwischen Freud und Wertheimer. Erst ihre Schüler konnten je-

.. eh erkennen und nützen, daß sie in ihrem gemeinsamen Ziel, jene Vorgänge aufzu­

"'ren, die uns zu erweiterten Einsichten in unsere innere und äußere Welt verhelfen, 

ander näherkamen, als sie selbst einzusehen bereit waren. 
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EBBINGHAUS: THE HIDDEN YEARS 

Wolfgang Brlngmann David McLean 

University of South Alabama 

Mobl le, Alabama, USA 

Jaquel ine L. Cunningham 

University of South Dacota 

Verml 11 Ion, SD, USA 

Traditlonal blographies (Boring, 1929, 1930; Jaensch, 

1909; Shakov, 1930) provlde I ittle Information about the 

introductlon of Hermann Ebblnghaus (1850 - 1909) to the 

fieid of experimental psychology. Speclfical ly, the years 

from about 1875 - 1879, immedlately prior to his classlc 

memory researches (Ebblnghaus, 1880), have been lgnored. 

The present poster presentation wi 11 try to remedy the 

Situation by providing archlval and dcoumentary Information 

about the I i fe of Ebblnghaus In England,, France and at the 

German Imperial Court. Unpubl lshed materials from the 

Ebbinghaus papers at the Archive for the History of Modern 

Psychology at Passau Universlty In Germany are our chief 

sources. Speciflcal ly, the fol lowing topics from the early 

1 ife of Ebblnghaus wl 11 be covered In 30 DIN 4 panels: 

1. England 1875 - 1876 

a. The"Gentleman's Academy" In Sussex. 

b. The November 1875, Hurricane. 

c. Beginnlngs of memory research. 

d. The Royal Grammar School In Gul ldford. 

e. Byron's "Don Juan." 



390 

2. France 1877 - 1878 

a. Paris. 

b. German tutor In Burgundy. 

c. A French Marquise. 

d. Readings. 

e. Studies of memory research. 

3. At the German Imperial Court 

a. A good friend. 

b. Prlnce Waldemar of Prussla. 

c. Psychological readings. 

d. Memory research. 

e. Unpaid and untenured lnstructor. 

Final ly, Ebbinghaus's forelgn travels and the 

intel lectual development wi 11 be discussewd withln 

the context of the lnstitutional development of 19th 

psychology. 
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POSTER 

A CONTENT ANALYSIS OF PUBLISHED ARTICLES IN 
PSYCHOLOGISCHE STUDIEN JOURNAL 

C.Civera 
I.Bataller; 

Unidad de Historia de la Psicologia. FacuJtad de Psicologia. 
Universitat de Valencia. 

SUMMARY 

Our work unalyses the journal PSYCHOLOGISCHE STUDIEN, 
essential for the development of german experimental psychology. This 
joumal, edited by Wundt, represents the divulging organ of the works of 
the laboratory of experimental Psychology in Leipzig (Germany), and as 
such, a reliable exponent of the appearing scientific Psychology. We 
unalized the content of all published articles in this journal since its begining 
till the retirement ofWundt, which allowed us the approach to the situation 
of the psychology at the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning of 
the twenteeth in Germany. 

The aim of the first half paper had been the building of a taxonomy of 
the select categories in a general context witht the objective to know sub­
topics worked by authors, the methods used and the apparatus did need 
them to study of this areas. 

Thereby its obtein a bright image about the investigates areas and the 
processes realized. 
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Binet and Child sexual Abuse: Rousseau 

as Subject of Investigation 

Jacqueline L. Cunningham 

University of South Dakota Binet and Rousseau 

Binet and Child Sexual Abuse: Rousseau 

as Subject of Investigation 

In 19th century France, as elsewhere, the preponderant 

psychiatric view on child sexual abuse blamed the children 

themselves for their victimization (Brouardel, 1909). Under 

the influence of Jean-Mart.in Charcot ( 1826-1893), French 

psychiatry was predisposed to attribute mental illness primarily 

to hereditary factors. Accordingly, a corollary of a focus on 

mental illness in cases of sexual offensas was a failure to 

ascribe particular etiological significance to abuse in childhood. 

Adu.Lt patients who reported having been victims of sexual abuse 

when young were believed tobe suffering from a pathological 

suggestibility which resulted from their physiological weakness. 

By force of association, children involved in such offensas 

were considered to have a morbid heredity which distinguished 

them from normal children, who were not subject to such abuse 

and did not report on such crime (Garnier, 1896). 

After 1888, Alfred Binet (1857-1911) saw the need to take 

a stand against a reductionaistic view of the hereditary basis 

of disorders of sexuality (Binet, 1888). For reasons which 

impelled him even more, he also saw the need to repudiate the 

belief that suggestibility was a pathological process and the 

product of morbid physiology (Binet, 1898, 1900). In support 

of these convictions, he looked to autobiographies of historical 

figures for credible accounts of sexual disorder suffered as 

a result of having been abused in childr.ood. A notable example 
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Binet and Rousseau 

was that of Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778). 

In a book entitled, "Etudes de psychclogie experimentale: 

Le fetichisme dans l'amour" (Studies in experimental psychology, 

Fetishism in lcve), Binet (1888) wrote cf Rcusseau's sexual 

masochism which pervaded the course of his life. Rousseau 

believed the pathological shyness and celibacy cf his young 

manhood had resulted from events which happened when he was eight 

years old. 

Thus, by fccusing on reports by esteemed persons of childhood 

trauma, Binet upheld the credibility of testimony by the 

child. Moreover, by so doing, he narrowly missed claiming 

primary etiological factcrs in disorders involving sexuality 

the long-term effects of sexual experience in childhood 

Cunningham, 1988). 

Perhaps because the Freudian view on the seduction hypothesis 

bliterated competing perspectives for so long (Massen, 1984), 

'net's contrasting position on the veracity of repcrts of child 

seems particularly poignant tcday. The issue will 

discussed in a photo essay submitted as a poster presentation. 




